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HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: ... the bank and we're looking forward to ensuring their 
input is considered during project planning as we go forward. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Honourable Premier. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. In my 
statement, I outlined the lack of clarity around the purpose, function, and priorities of the 
Canada Infrastructure Bank which are likely at the root of our inability to access its 
funding.  

Can the Premier tell us what changes her Cabinet would like to see to the Canada 
Infrastructure Bank? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Realizing that we haven't yet 
had to take advantage of it, I always say that any kind of bill or program or federal 
investment that puts a stronger focus on the northern needs of the North, we're always 
in favour of that. So that's one area that for sure we'd like to do.  

But no matter what -- what the outcome of the Bill C-245 comes, we are pleased with 
our relationship with the federal government so far and the accessibility that we have to 
the officials with the Canadian Infrastructure Bank. So we're not seeing any issues at 
this time. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. Of 
course, I think that there are some changes required with the Canada Infrastructure 
Bank, and Bill C-245 proposes a compact but focused set of changes to the bank that 
would clearly benefit residents of the NWT in terms of future funding and a clearer focus 
on northern priorities.  

Has the Premier had an opportunity to review Bill C-245, and is Cabinet prepared to 
indicate its support to federal parties and authorities? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The MLA actually across the 
hall is really good for working with us and providing questions. So yes, I did review the 
bill just this morning actually once he gave me the questions, in honesty. But in fairness 
to the Member, the departments have had the bill for a while and had reviewed it, and 
I'm not meeting with the Private Member that's bringing it forward but the Minister of 
Finance is meeting with him this week coming up. So looking forward to see those 
discussions. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  



MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Madam Premier. Final supplementary, Member for Frame 
Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. Great 
to hear that we're going to actually reach out and speak to the sponsor. And the over six 
years I've been a Member, I've never really understood the reluctance of Cabinet to 
meet and work with federal opposition parties, especially during a minority government, 
to advance the interests of NWT residents.  

Can the Premier tell us whether she has ever met with leaders of any of the federal 
opposition parties, or their critics, or whether she has any intention of doing so before 
the end of this Assembly? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We've put a really strong 
focus in this Assembly on building relationships with all governments, federal 
governments, Indigenous governments, etcetera, municipal governments. So we've 
really feel that we have a solid, strong, positive relationship with the federal government 
as it stands today. If there was a time that we needed to, things weren't getting met in 
NWT; you bet, I'd be the first one knocking on other doors. However, in saying that, 
when the election was coming up, the federal election, we did send a letter to all of 
the -- all of the parties to say what would you have for the North. But again, Mr. 
Speaker, so far we've had a very positive relationship with the federal government, and 
we are expecting that relationship to continue for the term of this government. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

 


