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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair.  I appreciate that response.  And maybe the last line 
I have here is about there's supposed to be some sort of a new program that's outlined 
on page 52, the second from the bottom row, some new income assistance program 
that's tailored to seniors and persons living with disabilities and it's supposed to be 
launched in 2023.   

I've heard about this now several times.  So is there any progress that's being made 
here, and what sort of program are we talking about?  Is this going to be through the tax 
system?  Is it going to be a -- some sort of means tested or income tested, you know, 
payments or direct deposits, or what is this going to be all about?  Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank you.  Minister Simpson.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, and the Member is correct.  He has heard about this 
many times before.  This is in our original mandate, and I have been bringing it up time 
and time again.   

What this is is it is separating people who are essentially out of the workforce, people 
who don't expect to go back into the workforce, from people who are, you know, in and 
out of the workforce.  So income assistance has different types of clients.  Some of 
those clients are able-body people who are in between jobs who have fallen on hard 
times and who just need some assistance, and they will be on income support for a 
short amount of time and then off income support.  And others are people who we don't 
expect to get back into the workforce.  They've aged out of the workforce.  They have 
situations that prevent them from working and there's no need to treat those different 
groups of people alike.  We expect that there would be, you know, less reporting 
requirements, different reporting requirements, and we would look at different -- different 
things that perhaps would be funded in different ways.  So we really are looking at what 
are the needs of seniors and how do we better serve them through an income 
assistance program.  You know, we don't expect them to have income from a job that 
they're going to have to report on a regular basis so why bother making them come in 
every month to report.  So that's one example there.   

We also have a number of programs tailored for seniors such as the senior citizens 
supplementary benefit, seniors home heating subsidy, and so on.  And we're looking at 
ways to tie all of those in together.  And what I would really like to do is, you know, 
create this stream and separate it from income assistance in the sense that, you know, 
it is there to assist people with their income but it's not what people might consider to be 
welfare, which is really the negative connotation that the income assistance program 
has.  And we don't want seniors to feel like that.  We don't want them to be discouraged 
from accessing this programming.  So those are some of my current thoughts on it and 
progress is moving along nicely, and we fully expect this to be implemented April 2023.  
Thank you.  



CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank you.  Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks.  I appreciate the further detail there.  Will we get some 
concrete options or proposals sometime soon to provide some feedback on and, you 
know, good to talk to the MLAs, but I think probably some sort of a discussion paper or 
options paper or something needs to be made available to the public.  Is there more of a 
schedule or steps or communications plan or something that's available?  Thanks, Mr. 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Rocky Simpson): Thank you.  Minister Simpson.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  So there was a discussion paper.  It was 
sent out.  And this was on the income assistance program of which this would be -- you 
know, we were trying to extract a certain segment of that program and design a different 
program for them.  So that was public.  There was online surveys that could be done.  
There were paper surveys.  We've reached out to a number of current and former 
income assistance clients as well as NGOs, Indigenous governments.  So that has 
happened.  There is a summary, "what we heard" report in the works, and I expect that 
to be coming out in the near future.  And I'm happy to keep the Members apprised of 
progress through briefings and letters.  I do my best to communicate when there is 
something worthy of communication.  Thank you. 

 


