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MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair; it's a little bit of a waiting game some-
times.  

Can I get an explanation on the contributions page on 213. There was economic diversi-
fication and business support contributions - various, $748,000 for 2021, and then noth-
ing after that. Was that some sort of COVID relief money, or what? Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam Chair, the detail there, let me send that to the 
deputy minister, please.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Deputy minister Strand.  

MS. STRAND: Thank you, Madam Chair. That various contribution line item is largely 
contributed to the $517,000 that the creative industries economic relief, which is the arts 
and crafts pandemic program, provided. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks, Madam Chair. So I see that -- I think this is the part of 
the ITI budget where agriculture is found. So I'm just wondering if the Minister can tell us 
how we're doing with the food security strategy. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So there's -- yeah, another 
one where there's a lot going on in food security so I'll try and watch the clock.  

Right now, it's been determined that there will be a housing list largely I think going over 
to Health and Social Services, finding a permanent home for this and finding a perma-
nent staff that had previously resided over in ITI. But both ITI and that senior advisor 
position is underway. It's not staffed yet. But I think it's well underway to being so soon. 
Health, ITI, and ENI -- EIA are all working together on the strategy or on this area be-
cause there are, of course, different elements to it, including agriculture funding as well 
as more poverty alleviation type funding. So again, not -- yeah, and again, is an ADM 
working group, I believe, on this one too. So again, mindful of time I'll stop there, Mad-
am Chair. I'm happy to go into any part of that as needed. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I think the Minister actually let it slip there a little 
bit that there is a food security strategy being built. I don't need a description of the ac-



 

 

tivities that they're doing in relation to food security, because I think there is a lot going 
on, but with the other departments. The issue is a lack of coordination and that there is 
a policy framework for this to take place. So is this the lead department, then, for devel-
oping an actual food security strategy and are there -- is there money in the budget to 
actually make sure that it gets done in 2022-2023? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So Madam Chair, some-
times we use words that have different meanings. No, there's not a food security strate-
gy per se; however, there is a clear recognition of the need to have a strategic approach 
to what we're doing in terms of responding to the needs around food security. And I'm 
not trying to be glib, Madam Chair. It's just that to develop a strategy takes a certain 
amount of investment by public servants and by staffing and potentially the dollars they 
are associated with. But what -- that's again, that's why we're saying, that there will 
though be a position created now, a senior advisor position. It'll be housed in Health and 
Social Services, and that will make them the lead with that position there. And coordi-
nating the three departments that are operating on the two sides -- or as well, at least 
two of the many sides of the issue, namely, around supporting those industries that are 
contributing to food security, such as the agriculture sector, also harvesters, also fish. 
And that's where ENR also has a role in terms of harvesting. But then also development 
with EIA who also have a role in terms of executive and Indigenous affairs connection to 
the federal government and the subsidies program. So when I say it's -- you know, 
again, there's a lot of strategic considerations. There does need to be a house for it. 
Health and Social Services will be that home with that senior position. Thank you, Mad-
am Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. Well, I don't want to get into a debate 
about -- I firmly believe in that the House actually passed a motion on the need for a 
strategy to ensure that there's better coordination, the Minister in charge of all this and 
so on. But doing things is not going to make them necessarily be done any better.  

 


