
 

 

KEVIN O’REILLY—MLA FRAME LAKE 

Economic Diversification  
Committee of the Whole 

2022 2023 Operating Budget Review Dept. of Industry, Tourism and Investment  
March 10, 2021  

 

MR. O'REILLY: But I want to turn to the -- you know, if you look at the overall amount of 
money spent on economic diversification from 2020 to 2023 for the current budget that's 
proposed, it's a downward trend here, just as we're trying to, you know, help with eco-
nomic recovery and so on and, you know, we all made lovely commitments to economic 
diversification but the dollars being spent on this are heading in the wrong direction. So 
what's going on here? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, the differ-
ence that you'll see between the actuals and mains from the prior budgets to now is 
predominantly as a result of the COVID-related increases that we saw -- well, 
COVID-related spending that we would have seen for relief and recovery efforts. And 
so, you know, as those windows -- programming dollars for those specific items were 
put into the actuals, the number goes up. But of course, the -- the core budget that we're 
looking at for 2022-2023 is -- is a bit lower. And then of course, there's also the reduc-
tion in the travel budgets which is also showing up there. So between those two items, 
Madam Chair, that is what's -- what's you're seeing the difference in. But in terms of the 
available dollars to put out the door in terms of programs, those dollar values are still 
there. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, I guess I -- I'd actually hope that there'd 
be some increases to support, you know, Emerging Stronger and so on. But let's turn to 
the regional economic diversification targets that are part of Cabinet's mandate.  

I think -- I don't know, somehow this has been recast into developing regional economic 
development plans of some sort and being contracted out to consultants and so on. Are 
we actually going to have regional economic diversification targets by the end of this 
Assembly? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So Madam Chair, I don't 
have the mandate document in front of me, but I know ITI's commitment certainly was to 
work with Indigenous and community governments in order to identify and advance 
economic opportunities. I can say, Madam Chair, with respect to the regional economic 
development plans, and what those would look like and what they may or may not in-
clude, such as targets, it was my direction that we were not going to direct that from ITI, 
that we were going to go out to the regions themselves and to the community govern-
ments and Indigenous governments themselves first, to figure out how they wanted us 



 

 

to actually do the development. So that did slow down the development a little bit, I 
acknowledge, but the end product, I believe, is going to be better. And it was under their 
guidance that the decision was made to have a facilitator that would look at the 
tal -- the total plan and the total strategy. So there's some consistency between North-
west Territories regions but then also that each -- each region has its own person there 
to help them develop from -- with a local focus, help them develop on what their area of 
expertise or specialty might be. There's no doubt going to be some difference between, 
you know, for instance, communities that are stronger in fishing versus others that may 
be stronger with arts or with ecotourism, for example. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, I -- I'm just concerned that the original 
intent from the priorities of the 19th Assembly reads "increase economic diversification 
by supporting growth in non-extractive sectors and setting regional diversification tar-
gets." I'm worried that that has been lost and that we've somehow morphed into some 
sort of regional economic development plans that are going to get contracted out to 
consultants. That's not the same as what this priority says. So can the Minister convince 
me that we will actually end up with regional diversification targets at the end -- before 
the end of this Assembly. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ITI.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. So Madam Chair, it seems 
to me -- and, again, I don't want to get into a semantics argument and I'll try to be mind-
ful of time. But it's difficult to have a target if you don't know what you're targeting. Diffi-
cult to have a target if you don't know what your industry of target would be. There are 
targets for tourism. There are specific targets around where we want to get ourselves 
back to, broadly speaking, for the Northwest Territories. But as for region to region, 
again, I really do believe that the first step is to talk to those regions and see that they 
have a chance to tell us where their areas of growth are that they see and what those 
opportunities are and at that point, if -- the targets may well flow quite naturally. I'll stop 
there of the time -- mindful of the time. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake, short 
one.  

MR. O'REILLY: [Audio] the Minister is keeping true to the original intent of these priori-
ties. And I'll just leave it at that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Great Slave.  

 


