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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, I've got some questions on each of the 
two items that's listed here.  

The first one is for a bridge culvert replacement on the Redknife River. The note here 
says that it's partially offset by revenues received from a third party. Can someone tell 
me what this is all about? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, supplemen-
tary estimates aren't always very interesting. This one is a little bit interesting.  

What's happening here is that DBCI, or the De Beers Canada Incorporated, will be con-
tributing a sum of $9.5 million towards the design and construction of a bridge to replace 
the existing bridge culverts over -- at the Redknife River. And this stems from an obliga-
tion that De Beers has arising out of their Gahcho Kue fisheries authorization from the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans to help provide fish habitat compensation. And 
when they're doing so, they entered into discussions with the Department of Infrastruc-
ture for several years to determine how to best meet the needs of the Department of In-
frastructure as well as, at the same time, ensuring that they have fully discharged their 
obligations to DFO, and this is the project that they have landed on. Thank you, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So do we have written confirmation from the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans that this meets their fisheries authorization re-
quirements and -- yeah, I'll start with that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I don't have that in front of 
me, Madam Chair. But given the length of the conversations between the Department of 
Infrastructure and De Beers, I was able to confirm that they -- they are satisfied that this 
does meet -- "they" being the department, are satisfied that this does meet obligations. 
And certainly, I'm -- you know, would expect that a company that's sophisticated to this 
level will not be doing anything that would put their regulatory process in jeopardy. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So I guess I -- the Minister used the word 
"they". Is the Minister referring to the department or, Department of Fisheries and 



 

 

Oceans or De Beers or who? I just want to get some assurance that fisheries and 
oceans has actually agreed to this arrangement. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes, so the 
department -- or the GNWT has confirmed with the federal government that the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans is in agreement with this. Thank you, Madam 
Chair.  
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks for that. Yeah, and I've been involved in looking at some 
diamond mine stuff in my previous life where fisheries authorizations were required, and 
it's just -- this one, I find really interesting in that, you know, Gahcho Kue's drained a 
lake in a completely different watershed, completely different ecosystem, probably even 
different species of fish that might frequent those waters, and has allowed De Beers 
now to make a contribution for a bridge culvert replacement close -- I guess between 
Fort Providence and Fort Simpson, completely different watershed, probably different 
kinds of fish. I just find this really astounding that DFO would actually authorize this. But 
that's not our concern here I guess, if we're willing to take free money from De Beers, 
but I just find this very -- actually quite troubling that DFO would authorize this, but yeah.  

 


