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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the Minister of 
Infrastructure.  

Small scale hydro projects for three Tlicho communities would allow them to meet their 
energy needs, offset diesel for electricity, and could displace home heating oil while 
significantly reducing greenhouse gas emissions and the cost of living.  

Is the Minister aware of these, any hydro studies, and can she tell us whether the cost 
of these mini hydro projects as comparable to the proposed Whati transmission line? 
Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for 
Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Quanainni. We are aware, and we have been involved in 
several pre-feasibility studies of mini hydro projects in the Tlicho region. We are actively 
working the Tlicho government and the community government of -- community of 
Gameti to advance the Whati transmission line and the Gameti mini hydro projects.  

Our initial estimate, used to inform the 2030 Energy Strategy, for the Whati transmission 
line is about 350 per lifetime GHG reductions as compared to the 750 or more lifetime 
GHG reduction for something like Gameti mini hydro.  

Gameti is the most promising of the potential mini hydro projects in the region. Oqakti, it 
is important to note that these are projections and will be subject to change as these 
projects advance. Quanainni.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. I 
didn't really get an answer so I might have to try it as a written question.  

But it's my understanding of the costs of some of these mini hydro projects should go 
down specifically to all-season road now providing easier transportation. Can the 
Minister tell us whether there's been a comprehensive evaluation of energy options for 
the Tlicho communities, including mini hydro transmission lines from various sources 
and, perhaps most importantly, looking at value for money in terms of greenhouse gas 
reductions. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Quanainni. Actions under the 2030 Energy Strategy are 
assessed against the main goal of having reliable, affordable, sustainable energy 
systems here in the Northwest Territories. This means that we must consider more than 
just GHG emissions, but we consider things like cost of energy, keeping the lights on, 
keeping people warm during the winter, economic development, as well as community 
support and community security. We are following the 2030 Energy Strategy which was 



developed through an extensive public engagement and informed by many years of 
feasibility studies to help us compare options.  

The -- you know, I respectfully disagree with the Member that we're not evaluating 
things seriously. I encourage the Member to be able to look at and review our energy 
initiatives report which outlines all the excellent work that the government is undertaking 
to meet our goals, including $38 million invested in this area in 2020-2021. I also 
encourage the Member to share his thoughts as we continue with public engagement in 
the next three-year energy action plan, which is currently underway. You know, it's 
feedback from these engagement sessions that really be able to give us directions and 
actions over the next three years. Quanainni.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. Of 
course she well knows that I don't support the doomed 2030 Energy Strategy. It's not 
going to meet its targets no matter what the Minister says. She knows that. But we may 
be able to reduce or eliminate all three -- all the diesel for three Tlicho communities for 
the same cost as building a transmission line to just one. Given that there hasn't been 
this evaluation of options that I've mentioned, why is the Minister proceeding with a 
transmission line to Whati only? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Quanainni. We are not proceeding with the transmission line 
alone. We are working in partnership with the Tlicho government, the community 
government of Whati, to be able to advance the transmission line and the community of 
Gameti on the mini hydro.  

It's important, Mr. Speaker, to note that the transmission line is entirely on Tlicho lands. 
There are projects that our Indigenous partners want to advance, and we are -- and we 
agree in this regard. We look forward to moving these important projects forward in 
partnership. We're also working with Northlands Utilities to support feasibility work to 
better understand the better energy options for the community of Wekweeti. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that and, 
of course, my Member's statement was about making small communities self-reliant in 
terms of their energy needs, and this 2030 Energy Strategy, the doomed strategy, is not 
going to get us there.  

So what assurance can the Minister give us in this House that the new energy action 
plan will start to seriously evaluate options to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, value 
for money, and build community energy self-sufficiency when we can't even get a 
transmission line right? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'll answer the fifth question here. You 
know, I did talk about the actions under the 20 energy -- 2030 Energy Strategy that is 
assessed against some of the main goals of having the reliable services here in the 
Northwest Territories. You know, it is our mandate to be able to reduce emission of 
greenhouse gas. You know, we are looking at public engagements. I encourage 
everybody to take part of the engagements because it's the feedback from that that 
helps us go forward in the action plan. That's all I'll say. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  



 


