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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I have some questions for the Premier 
regarding something called the transglobal car expedition. There's a lot of -- I've had a 
lot of curious Yellowknifers contact me about this expedition. So can the Premier tell us 
what is going on with this expedition and whether our government was consulted? 
Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Our government was not 
consulted on this expedition. I do -- my understanding is that they did perhaps -- they 
filed social isolation plans previously. But those isolation plans are not -- also not shared 
with government, Ministers, the Premier. They're confidential documents. So the first 
time we got notice was when the public did, when Minister Archie found out that they 
were at our airport. It was the first time we got notice that they were in the NWT. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. It 
appears this group has a bunch of vehicles that are being assembled somewhere in 
Yellowknife and that they're going to try to drive overland into Nunavut somehow. It's 
not clear whether they have a scientific research licence, whether a land use permit is 
required under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, or other kinds of 
authorizations. So I'd like to ask the Premier whether this group has obtained any 
licences or permits for this expedition? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So again, once we found out 
that they were here, we, of course, got a hold of the federal government to try to find out 
why they're here and then, just out of basic courtesy, tried to figure out what exactly 
their plans were, because the North is a harsh environment. So we did look into some of 
the things that they were doing and some of the requirements. So right now, there's no 
permitting requirements under the MVRMA for the type of equipment that's being used. 
However, the Department of Infrastructure did inspect the vehicles and they don't pass 
the Highway 4 regulations to be able to travel so they are going to be need to be hauled 
on a trailer to Tibbitt Lake so they can't be on our highways, the type of vehicle they're 
doing. Again, this expedition is not conducting scientific research as we know so they 
didn't need to get a scientific research licence as well for this.  

Our biggest concern, Mr. Speaker, like, we have reached out to them; we are trying to 
figure out what their plans are. It's not -- we're not worried about what they're here to do 
as much as we're worried about their safety. We live in a harsh environment. So we 
want to make sure that they have plans, that they have the proper equipment, that they 
have the proper vehicles, clothing, etcetera, to be able to do this expedition. And again, 
it's not a requirement. It's a courtesy that we're doing that for. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  



MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that as 
well. Can the Premier tell us whether our government's aware of any consultation with 
Indigenous governments that has been carried out by this expedition? Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. No, we are not aware, I'm not 
aware, of any consultation with Indigenous governments. Again, those are discussions 
that we had with them. It's important that people know when they're coming to the 
North, we welcome visitors to the North, but it's also important that people know that 
we're -- it's very harsh here in the winter and in the summer as well. So we do 
recognize -- we do recommend that all people that are going on expeditions into our far 
North, into our Arctic, consult with the Indigenous governments and get a 
guide - someone that knows the territory. It's not safe. You can't just drive and expect to 
see a gas station in the middle of nowhere. So our terrain is rugged, and our services 
are limited. So anyone that's coming to the Northwest Territories, please, make sure 
that they contact Indigenous governments and get yourself some qualified guides to be 
able to take you through your journey. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier again for that 
response. One of the things, of course, I'm worried too about is whether this so-called 
expedition is going to require any kind of search and rescue. So is the Premier aware of 
whether they have any insurance or bonding related to any potential search and rescue 
operations? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again, I'm not aware of any 
bonding requirements that they will need for search and rescue for this type of activity in 
the Northwest Territories. However, I am concerned about their safety as well. It sounds 
like the Member is as well. So we have reached out to the federal government, the 
Minister of Public Safety, just to ensure that they're aware of this expedition because the 
federal government would be responsible for search and rescue and we definitely want 
to make sure that people are safe. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 


