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MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. I fully understand that COVID has delayed 
some of the negotiations, but I'm very worried that we're going to end up in the same 
boat that the last Assembly was in where the Premier of the day promised that all the 
outstanding negotiations would be settled. And at the end, all we got was one 
agreement-in-principle on self-government in Norman Wells, in four years. And that was 
from, you know, when we didn't have a pandemic, whatever. I just never understood 
why -- what was happening. Nothing was happening. And I continue to hear from 
negotiators that the real problem was no longer the federal government; it was the 
GNWT that was the problem.  

The negotiators didn't have any authority. They didn't have a clear mandate. They have 
to go back to Cabinet every time they wanted -- had to move outside of anything. It was 
just not good news, and nothing really got done, quite frankly, in the last Assembly on 
that file in particular. So I'm really hoping we're going to get a different outcome but 
everything I've seen so far is that it's not going to be much different.  

Can the Premier tell us whether any of the negotiating mandates for any of the tables 
have been adjusted in any way since the beginning of this Assembly? Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Honourable Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Okay, well, I was going to 
let it good news is always good news. So we were going to release the core principles 
and objectives. That work was coming out. We're looking at actually moving that forward 
to -- the federal government does have their negotiating mandates out. We're actually 
just finished the work with Cabinet, finalizing it, changing it, and Cabinet is of the view 
that we should also be releasing our core mandates principles -- or mandates out there. 
So again, that's -- I was hoping to do a bigger announcement but this is the 
announcement. And you will see that coming out forward.  

I do think that once it's on the table, there's nothing -- we talked in Cabinet. There is 
nothing in those negotiated mandates -- I mean, it's not one mandate. I remember being 
asked in the House. It's lots on every different area, every different program, every 
different health, infrastructure, all kinds of things -- well, maybe not infrastructure. So 
there is nothing in those that is a big top secret that any Cabinet Minister could see. So 
we've gone through the work as Cabinet. We're finalizing it. And then we will be 
publicizing it. So yes. And you know, we're close to an agreement-in-principle with the 
Akaitcho. They have the paperwork in hand; they're just waiting for their membership to 
get through with it. That might be internal issues with them. We have the southeast 
corner -- southeast or southwest -- southeast corner that's -- you know, we're hoping 
that will be done pretty soon. We have the Yukon government one. I can't remember 
what they're called on that corner there. So there's quite a few actually that are close.  



But like I said, Madam Chair, one day you think you're close and the next day there's a 
change in leadership or something happens at the table and it all falls apart. So I can't 
commit that every one of them -- and I was not foolish enough to say that every one will 
be done. But what I can commit to is that we are working diligently, and this Cabinet is 
engaged and does make it a priority and is doing the work to try to get them settled. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, okay, thanks, I'll take the Premier at her word and I really look 
forward to seeing this. But, you know, if it requires more money for the negotiations, 
changing negotiators, giving clearer direction in terms of individual mandates for the 
tables, whatever it takes, please get it done. That's all I have to say. Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

 


