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MR. O'REILLY: Okay yeah, thanks; I look forward to getting more information about 
that.  

I just want to turn over the page now to ground ambulance and highway rescue and, 
you know, in a former life, I was a Yellowknife city councillor, and, you know, I'm not 
sure if this funding has actually changed from when I was a city councillor. You know, 
that was back in 2006 if I remember correctly. And then, you know, the city said that 
they weren't going to provide emergency services on the Ingraham Trail anymore 
because of I guess the inability to make much progress on this. I hear that COVID has 
caused some delays here. But when are we finally going to come to grips with ground 
ambulance, highway rescue, and how this should be properly funded and that, you 
know, we look after public safety properly? Is there a plan to actually deal with this? 
Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of MACA.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: For that detail, I'll turn to the deputy minister. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Deputy minister Gareau.  

MS. GAREAU: Thank you. Prior to the COVID pandemic -- onset of the COVID 
pandemic, there was an interdepartmental committee made up of Justice, Infrastructure, 
Workers' Safety, Health, and MACA to look at how we can better build capacity around 
the ground ambulance and have emergency services function.  

As part of that, the GNWT did commission a study. This was I believe in 2018-2019 to 
look at the operating environment and look at an acceptable delivery model; what would 
that look like. That study did look at communities, those providing emergent services, so 
the five communities that are currently involved in the function. And, you know, the 
priorities included looking at options for governance and, you know, what's a suitable 
funding level between the GNWT and community governments recognizing that the 
communities that are currently delivering this service do have the ability to raise own 
source funds.  

A high-level action plan was presented to communities. This was in late 2009 based on 
that report. And unfortunately, that work was -- has been put aside as MACA and public 
safety division was dealing with the COVID response. However, we are reengaging on 
that work but we don't expect to have anything for probably -- you know, probably not 
for another four to six months until we can -- all the departments involved in it can 
reengage on that. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. I know our government seems to be pretty 
good at building highways. You know, Inuvik to Tuk but there's still no road that doesn't 



quite go into Whati. And we just keep building these roads and we don't really do very 
good planning around them, including public safety. So I just want to urge the Minister 
and the department to get on with this important work. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 


