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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to ask some questions of the 
Minister of Environment and Natural Resources.  

On February 24th in Committee of the Whole, I asked him some questions about 
GNWT's seat on the oil sands monitoring oversight committee, and I'd like to know from 
the Minister whether the concerns of the House have been transmitted to the 
Government of Alberta over their rejection of a GNWT seat on that committee? Mahsi, 
Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for ENR.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I can't say exactly if 
it has or not, but I'm pretty sure we've sent them and given that message to the federal 
government and the Alberta government that these concerns have been raised in the 
House and have been raised with our Indigenous organizations and governments that 
we work with. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that, and 
I'm happy to send my remarks directly to the Minister in Alberta if that's going to help 
move this along. But has there been any change in position from the Government of 
Alberta about a GNWT seat on this committee? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we're still waiting 
for a response from the federal minister but we have not heard back from the Alberta 
government except for the letter that we had received and they were saying no to both 
our requests for both the committee and a technical advisory committee. I think that's 
the other one as well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. You 
know, I write letters sometimes and sometimes I don't get answers; I don't get answers 
to emails. Sometimes the best thing to do, Mr. Speaker, is actually pick up the phone 
and call someone.  

So I'm asking the Minister if he would be willing to be pick up the phone and call our 
federal minister of Environment and Climate Change Canada and have a personal 
discussion with the federal minister on this matter? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, that is in the works. 
We are working on -- we're trying to wait for that response but we are in the process of 
looking at phoning not just the federal minister but the Alberta Minister as well to have 
those frank conversations. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  



MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. I 
guess I -- you know, we don't seem to be making a lot of progress on this file. So I'm 
wondering how is the Minister working with Indigenous governments to try to get them 
on board as well to put pressure on these two orders of government to finally pay some 
attention to us and make sure that we're well represented in this committee and the 
whole issue of the development of regulations for the discharge of tar sands? So how's 
the Minister working with Indigenous governments on this file? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I appreciate the question 
from the Member.  

Previously we had a face-to-face meeting. Unfortunately, due to COVID, we were trying 
to have meetings through the phone but we are planning to have our next meeting. 
We're in the planning process. With the restrictions being released or reduced by the 
chief public health officer, we are in the process of trying to have a face-to-face meeting 
with our Indigenous governments. I can guarantee you that our Indigenous 
organizations and governments have been very upfront and have been bringing forth 
their concerns just not to myself but I believe to the federal government as well as the 
Alberta government, but also in the press. They've been bringing forth their concerns 
and I appreciate the work that they're trying to do to help us resolve this very difficult 
issue. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 


