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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment regarding the new Canada-NWT Childcare 
Agreement.  

Since the agreement was signed in December, the clock is ticking on getting this money 
into parents' hands through the providers, as I understand. How is the Minister going to 
flow this money now without creating a large burden on the licensed childcare 
providers? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for 
Education, Culture and Employment.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So the early learning and childcare 
system in the territory is less a system and more of a group of partnerships, people 
working together. The GNWT does not provide early learning and childcare services but 
it supports those providers. And the way that this new money is going to flow back to 
parents is similar to what we did in the summer of 2020 with the funding for COVID 
when we reduced childcare fees.  

So those licensed centres, childcare centres, that want to opt in to this program will 
receive a childcare fee reduction subsidy. They will then flow that money back to 
parents. And to ensure that they are supported, we are going to be providing those 
childcare providers with some administrative funds to help support them in those efforts 
because we understand it will be a lot of work, and so we're supporting them financially 
to do that work. Thank you.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that, and I 
guess the devil will be in the details.  

But my second question is straightforward. Can the Minister tell us whether and how 
much of the new funding under this agreement is available for infrastructure to create 
new childcare spaces? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So as the Member's aware, we have 
our own infrastructure fund for early learning and childcare. That's a million a year.  

We have the two agreements with Canada. We have a bilateral agreement as well as 
the Canada-wide agreement, and each of those contain just over a hundred thousand 
dollars for infrastructure. In addition to our own programming, we have almost $300,000 
in health and safety funding which can be used for upgrades to ensure that centres are 
compliant with the requirements of the fire marshal. In our bilateral agreement, there's 
also around half a million for additional grants to support the purchase of supplies that 
are needed to operate the childcare centre.  



So throughout our two agreements, as well as our own funding, we do provide supports 
for infrastructure, and we've also looked at all of our programs and are determining if 
there's a need to have more infrastructure funding and how we might be able to 
repurpose some of the current funding that we have towards that given that we now 
have a large influx of money from the federal government. Thank you.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. I'm 
always happy to support more funding on the capital side for infrastructure. Even if he 
wants to bring forward a SUP, I'm happy to support that. As I said, we have an 
agreement and that's a welcomed thing, but I'm still worried about when these benefits 
are going to start to flow. I expect smaller communities, especially the 11 without 
licensed child cares, will not see any benefits under this new agreement for years.  

Can the Minister tell us what the plan is for the communities without licensed childcare 
spaces and how he will make sure there's an equitable approach across the Northwest 
Territories? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. And since we began the Early Learning 
and Childcare Infrastructure Fund, we prioritized applications from small communities. 
It's important to note that not all small communities need childcare facilities. In some 
communities, there's no children under the age of five. And in some communities, 
there's so few children that they would prefer to be with family. So I don't think we're 
ever going to have a scenario in the territory where every single community has a 
licensed childcare centre. There's going to be different options in different communities. 
But we are supporting -- we are prioritizing those small communities that don't have 
childcare and we're going to work with the Indigenous governments and NGOs who 
might be interested in operating childcare facilities. And I have to note that Indigenous 
governments also have a separate stream of funding from the federal government that 
they can access to help support the development of childcare facilities. And so we all 
need to work together and if there is not an organization in a region who's interested in 
opening a childcare centre, we're more than happy to provide any support we can 
through our early learning and childcare consultants that we have in all the regions and 
who do a great job. And they are our boots on the ground. And I recommend that 
anyone who has an interest in opening a childcare centre, contact them. Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I was getting worried there it was going to 
be a Minister's statement there. But this agreement promises great things for the next 
five years but it's not clear how sustainable childcare will be over the longer term.  

Can the Minister tell us what the plans are to ensure there's sustainable universal and 
affordable childcare across the NWT after this five-year agreement ends? Mahsi, Mr. 
Speaker.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I apologize for my long answers. 
It's an exciting topic, and if the Member doesn't want long answers he shouldn't ask 
such exciting questions.  



We will continue to advocate for longer term funding. We always do that. The federal 
government has also created an Early Learning and Childcare Secretariat so they really 
are putting the infrastructure around this system to help ensure that it is stable. And I 
suspect there's also some legislation in the works from the federal government to 
ensure that this funding lives on past the current government. Thank you.  

 


