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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the Premier. Today I 
spoke about the less-than-spectacular Cabinet plan for economic recovery called 
Emerging Stronger.  

Can the Premier tell us whether there were any comments submitted on the document 
and what, if anything, was done with those comments? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Comments were received 
from the standing committee on the development of the plan from Indigenous 
governments, the NWT Association of Communities, and the Business Advisory Council 
prior to its first release. Since the release we received some comments, and EIA is 
tracking the feedback provided. We received comments from the Yellowknife Chamber 
of Commerce, the Business Advisory Council, the NWT Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Yellowknife Dene Nation after this. We also solicited feedback from the public 
through the EIA websites, and a small number of responses were received. We do have 
a commitment that the economic Emerging Stronger document will be updated and 
tabled in May 31st, 2022. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. I'm 
glad to hear that there were some comments because there's nothing posted on the 
website about those.  

Can the Premier tell us whether there's any intention to actually respond to the 
comments that have been submitted and when that's going to happen and whether 
those responses are going to be made public? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Government of the 
Northwest Territories provided written responses to the groups that I listed in our 
response. The comments from the public were received anonymously. The Yellowknife 
Chamber of Commerce posted their letter and our response on their website. The NWT 
Chamber of Commerce posted their letter to us on their website, and other groups are 
welcome to share correspondence as well. We also responded to the standing 
committee's written feedback on the draft plan and provided responses to individual 
Members' questions when the plan was discussed in the Committee of the Whole and a 
public committee briefing back in June 2021. We won't be publishing individual 
responses when we update the plan but we will be doing -- including all feedback when 
we table the plan. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that. I 
think it would be more helpful for us to actually post some of those responses on the 



engagement portal. But I noted in my statement that Emerging Stronger commits to 
some tracking of key indicators, and I haven't seen anything yet in terms of tracking or 
public reporting.  

Can the Premier tell me whether any key indicators of recovery have been identified, 
whether they have been tracked, and when the public can expect some sort of progress 
reporting? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We did commit to quarterly 
reporting of the economic and social indicators. EIA has worked with all the 
departments to compile a list of the social and economic indicators to reflect how we're 
doing. We're now working with the information shared Services and the bureau of 
statistics to create a dashboard that'll provide the public with easy access to view 
progress. This will be completed early this summer. The dashboard's going to be a 
living document, and the public can access it at any time. In the meantime, much of the 
information that will be included in the dashboard is accessible on the bureau of 
statistics website, and details of the current economic situation and outlook are also 
found in the economic review that accompanies this budget. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Premier for that new 
information. I acknowledge that the pandemic is not quite over but we have to start to 
turn our mind to rebuilding our economy, and that's going to take some enthusiasm, 
creativity, and justice.  

Can the Premier tell us whether Cabinet is committed to progressive change and 
specifically how it is going to -- how that's going to happen in collaboration with Regular 
MLAs and the public? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I like to think that our 
government's working towards progressive change all the time. We've got comments 
from Members so I'm excited for that. We engage with Regular Members on a regular 
basis through normal processes, process conventions. We also engage with Indigenous 
government partners, more so than any other government in the past. We have the 
Council of Leaders, the modern treaty and self-government tables, for example. And as 
well as other -- numerous other organizations, community governments, and the public 
on important initiatives.  

Just one example is the Minister of Finance engages in budget dialogues every single 
year now with the public and stakeholders. This engagement provides a further 
opportunity for the public to express their views on the recovery priorities and to inform 
our actions coming out of the pandemic.  

And we will make a commitment that we will be providing an update to standing 
committee prior to the tabling of the updated document. Thank you, Mr. Speaker?  

 


