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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks very much, Madam Chair. I just want to turn to education 
renewal initiative, just found in a couple places. I'll start on page 49 in the program 
detail.  

So in 2021-2022, we had budgeted $2.7 million but didn't seem to spend anything. Can 
someone tell me what happened and why the amount -- yeah, why don't we just start 
with that. Thanks.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. I'll ask the deputy minister to answer it. If we get 
really into the numbers, then Mr. Shannon will take over. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Deputy minister MacDonald.  

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Madam Chair, and I'll definitely try to stay away from 
those numbers. In this instance, the funding was diverted back to school contributions 
so ultimately it was determined that that would be best served by providing that funding 
back to education bodies as part of their annual funding. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks. So was that related to COVID stuff, or -- because and 
then when I see 2022-2023, there's only a million dollars, which is higher I guess than 
2021-2022 but I'm just trying to make some sense of the whole line and the yo-yo. 
Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. So ERI has funded different projects at different 
times. And the way that the ERI money was found, I think is the reason that there might 
be some ups and some downs there. It is related to this contribution to schools, and 
the -- we have to approximate that amount. And so we were to approximate 
amount -- an amount that would be slightly higher than what the schools would end up 
receiving, and that little gap there is what we would traditionally use for ERI. So it was 
money that was already appropriated to the education system and we would use it to 
sort of fund some of these innovative ideas to help advance the education system. And 
so, you know, in different years, those numbers were different and we did what we 
could with it. And from there, we have grown successful projects that have then gone on 
to, you know, be funded on their own. Things like northern distance learning and a 
number of other projects, so. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, okay. As I seem to recall, ERI came about even before I was an 
MLA, about 2013 or 2014, and there's lots of great ideas in there and it was a 



collaborative effort. The problem was that it was never really followed through, and we 
went off on some crazy diversions. We had JK, and the schools weren't getting funded 
for it and had to fight to get that sorted out. Then there was, you know, STIP and just 
kind of a whole series of other crisis that sort of came along where I think if we have 
really focused more on ERI throughout all of this, that maybe we would be in a better 
place. But that's just more of a comment.  

But when I turn the page over on 50 and I look at the contributions for ERI, again it's a 
yo-yo here, Madam Chair. And, you know 2020-2021, $163,000. Then 240 last year, 
nothing was spent. And now for 2022-2023, nothing is budgeted. So what's going on 
with the contributions line now? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. And so all of those initiatives that the 
Member mentioned, those actually all came from ERI. So one of the criticisms of it was 
that there was -- we were trying do too many things. There was too many actions. And 
so those were paired down and the current action plan that we have is a response to 
the OAG's audit as well as a response to our own ERI evaluation. It is a reflection of the 
fact that we needed to try and focus our efforts. And so that is actually the -- you know, 
the final two-year action plan of the ERI initiative. Perhaps I can get Mr. Shannon to talk 
a bit about the numbers that the Member was mentioning. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. ADM Shannon.  

MR. SHANNON: Thank you, Madam Chair. As the Minister alluded to in his previous 
response in regards to the program detail, there was in the revised estimates the money 
that was originally targeted for ERI was moved back into the school contributions. So 
that's where you see the 2021-2022 going from $240,000 to the revised of zero. In 
2022-2023, there are no contemplated contributions to education bodies for the 
education renewal money. That $1.01 million is for -- targeted for the departmental 
budget to continue rolling out the specific actions that are remaining under that funding. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks, Madam Chair. If I wasn't confused before, now I really 
am. It's kind of like two pots of money floating around here. One that the department 
has and then other money that's being pushed out to the boards. And I just don't really 
see or understand, I guess, how they're connected. But, yeah, I'm not sure what else I 
can say.  

Does the department sort of ever do a report on where we are at with regard to the 
ERI? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. Yes, when I took over this portfolio, the department 
had just finished a report on the ERI initiatives. It coincided with a report from the Office 
of the Auditor General, and as a result, we developed a -- that action plan that I 



mentioned earlier. So that is the last report on ERI. I believe it's been shared with 
standing committee. It's quite extensive. So I can leave it at that. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair, and thanks to the Minister for that. What's the 
date of that report? Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Sorry, I didn't have my headpiece in. Could the Member repeat?  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): What was the date of the report?  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Yes. November -- or January 2020, something like that. I had a 
press conference that day, and it turned into a bit of a disaster. So that's a -- and no 
really report on the ERI, so. It was very early in the term. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair, and thanks to the Minister. Let's avoid further 
disasters. Maybe the Minister might think about another report. I don't know how 
extensive the last one was but if it was a couple years ago, it might be time to redo or 
find another way to report on progress with ERI. That's a friendly suggestion. Thanks, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. We do have an online progress tracker that is 
tracking those -- the progress of the last action plan which is related to ERI. And so we 
have that, and I'm not -- you know, we do do a lot evaluations in ECE. Ten years ago, it 
might not -- might not have been the way, but there's a lot of effort put in to ensuring 
that what we're doing is working, and so I can ask the deputy minister what the plans 
are for any sort of ERI evaluation. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Sorry. Just that your plate is -- Member for Frame 
Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I thought the Minister was asking his staff to 
provide some further information. Thanks.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): I didn't have my ear plate. It was buzzing so I can't 
hear. So deputy minister.  

MR. MacDONALD: Thank you, Madam Chair. So with respect to ERI, we are in the 
final action plan which, as the Minister mentioned, is an OHE action plan as well. So we 
did, as part of ERI, have five year or a half way mark evaluation, which is the one the 
Minister mentioned for 2020. And there's an intention to have a final or a summative 
action plan or evaluation for the end of the ten-year ERI framework.  

I will also mention that as part of that midpoint review, we did commit to providing 
annual updates on a number of difference indicators across the JK to 12 system. So 



within the next few weeks, actually, there will be a 19, 20 indicator's report to provide a 
more iterative response or an update. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, deputy minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks. No, that's great. I appreciate being educated about the 
education renewal and innovation strategy. Thanks, Madam Chair. That's all I had.  

 


