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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. On page 58 is the Students Loan Fund, and, 
you know, I guess I'd like to ask during the COVID pandemic of the last couple years, I 
had heard that some students lost, you know, a year or two of education or started, you 
know, maybe classes in person and then when they switched to virtual, that didn't really 
meet their learning needs.  

What, if any, flexibility or extension to, you know, student eligibility periods or anything 
like that has been -- or were loan payments put on pause or whatever; what 
accommodation was made during the pandemic with regard to the student financial 
assistance? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. So in the early days of the pandemic, 
yes, student loan payments were put on -- repayments were put on pause. Students 
were continued to be funded even if they had -- you know, there was issues with their 
courses because of school shutting down in early 2020. So there have been steps like 
that taken. In this last fiscal year, though, I don't believe there have been any additional 
measures such as that. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. And thanks to the Minister for that. As I 
understand it, students have sort of a period of time in which they are eligible once they 
start a program. Is the Minister willing to look at providing some flexibility in terms of 
eligibility for students if they lost a year or two during COVID? Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. And there is some flexibility already 
built into the program but like I said, there's students every year who start attending 
post-secondary and for one reason or another, it doesn't work out; it's not for them. 
Perhaps it's mental health issues. Perhaps it's, you know, family tragedies. There's a 
number of reasons why students don't make it through a school year. And we don't 
have exceptions in, you know, the majority of cases although there are some 
exceptions. And this is, you know, in the -- we don't want to start making exceptions for 
students who, I guess, knew that, you know, there was a possibility that things could go 
online. You know, a lot of cases people knew what they were getting in for. I don't want 
to sound, you know, discompassionate, but we are not looking at making any sort 
of -- taking any of the measures the Member's speaking of. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Hay River -- Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks. I love Hay River but I'm from Yellowknife but thanks, Madam 
Chair.  



Can the Minister tell us whether any jurisdictions in Canada have looked at providing 
some flexibility in terms of student eligibility for financial assistance, given COVID, 
post-secondary education students? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. We shouldn't have sent Mr. Saturnino 
away. I don't have that information. We can provide some information back to the 
Member, though. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, okay, thanks, Madam Chair, and thanks to the Minister for that. 
So can the Minister just -- not having been a post-secondary education -- or a student 
for many years, what is the process of somebody who needs or wants to get an 
exception or extra consideration? Do they write to their, you know, their SFA officer and 
get some sort of waiver, or how does that process actually work? And, yeah, thanks, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. So most exceptions are really tied to medical issues, 
so if a student has a medical issue. And they would call their SFA, the SFA officer or 
their SFA contact person, that would be the first point of contact. And if the Member 
would like, we can provide information on, you know, what that process might look like. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, I'd like to get that information from 
the Minister. I think several of -- or some other MLAs would be interested in getting that 
as well.  

And while the Minister's putting that together, could he also put together statistics in 
terms of how many were granted or how many were rejected for the last couple of 
years? I just would like to get a sense of that, because if there are a number of students 
that have -- and if that, you know, we have an increasing number over the last couple of 
years and more of them are getting rejected, that's grounds for changing the eligibility 
requirements or providing for some better way of recognizing the stress that COVID has 
put on our post-secondary education students. So can he compile those statistics 
pre-COVID, maybe a year or two, and then during the pandemic and provide those as 
well? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of ECE.  

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you. So there's a lot of work going on right now with the 
SFA program review. I think it -- I mean, ideally, it would be great if we could compile 
that as part of the program review and then we could put our efforts towards that, if 
that's the information that's being requested, we can, you know, redirect staff efforts 
towards that and see what we can put together. But I'm not sure that the Member's 
going to get an accurate view perhaps of what he's looking for. If someone calls their 



SFA officer and, you know, has a conversation about, you know, wanting to, you know, 
not have to pay back their SFA because of some issues and it's clearly not something 
that is within the regulations or within the ability of the officer, I'm not sure if there's a 
process to, you know, log that and track that. So we can see what we can do but I'm not 
sure it's going to be everything the Member hopes it will be. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. And not knowing enough about the system and 
how it works and whether statistics are tracked or not, I'm happy to get whatever the 
Minister can provide and then we'll go from there. Thanks.  

 


