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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. The Yellowknife Airport Revolving Fund, I know 
I've been after the department for some time to start to spend money at the airport. And 
I understand they're supposed to be completing their third version, or third different 
contractor to produce a master plan, by the end of this month apparently. So what can 
we actually expect to see any of this money expended in the 2022-2023 for the airport, 
and for what? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The airport -- you know, the airport 
revolving has -- has a fund. I'm sorry, I'm just trying to look at, you know, we will be 
investing $2 million in the coming years for the rehabilitation as well as the airfield 
drainage in relation to some of the ACAP projects. I'm looking to see if Mr. Brennan can 
add anything further on, you know, where we're at with the Airport Revolving Fund and 
the surplus. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Mr. Brennan.  

MR. BRENNAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yeah, so I think -- I have a list here now. 
Since 2018, we've spent about $15 million at the Yellowknife Airport on capital 
programs. And some of that was federal funded through CATSA or through ACAP. We 
spent about $4 million on various fleet, most recently a $1.4 million fire truck just 
delivered in December 2021, going to go in service this spring after appropriate training 
is completed. And we have another $9 million planned in next three to five 
million -- three to five years of -- and that will be various capital projects.  

And I think the Member mentioned the master plan. We do -- are nearing completion of 
the master plan and hoping to have that finalized in the next month or so. And the 
Minister has directed us to share that with Standing Committee, which hopefully will get 
to you guys later this week. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. Look, the airfield fire truck, that's all great, 
but I -- and important for safety, but I'm thinking of the convenience of travellers. Now 
that we're going to reopen for out-of-territory visitors, tourism's going to get going again. 
There's traditionally been problems with the lineups at the airport. The waiting areas 
aren't big enough. Is any of that sort of passenger-convenience stuff going to get 
addressed in the near future through the revolving fund? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I'm going to ask if we 
can get back to the Member in terms of where we're at with some of the projects going 



forward as we look to, you know, some of the stuff that's happening at the YZF airport. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, I look forward to that, and I think there's a lot of people that use 
the airport that are anxious to know what's going to happen as well.  

But earlier today, the Minister made a statement in the House about restarting the 
economic advisory committee. I'd understood there was a couple of different 
committees that were supposed to be set up to provide a little bit more input from the 
public and airport users and so on. And I don't think they ever were -- if they were 
established, they never really got going, and they never really did anything, and there 
was no reporting back to the public about what was happening.  

Is there new terms of reference for these -- for the advisory committee, and was there a 
public call, expression of interest, for people to put their names forward? Who's going to 
be sitting on this economic advisory committee? The last thing -- the last time this was 
done, it was like an old boys club, and I want to avoid that. So what assurance can the 
Minister give me that this is not going to be an old boys club again? Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister -- or Member. Minister.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, we did an expression 
for interest in the fall, and we had a great turnout. We had a number of people with all 
different skill set that are interested in being a part of the advisory committee. We are 
going to bring it up. I went through, and I approved the -- the committee. And we've 
reached out to them. I've reached out to them yesterday to advise them they're part of 
the committee. And, you know, I brought this to Cabinet as well to be able to ensure that 
we don't -- we have good representation on the committee - a combination of 
Indigenous, non-Indigenous, women, male, female, you know, some of the capacity in 
terms of airport knowledge. So I mean, I do want to reassure the Member that as I'm 
looking through the applications, there were a lot of good application intake. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, okay, thanks. Can the Minister share that if there's a revised 
terms of reference and the people that she just signed off on with us as lowly Regular 
MLAs? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yeah, absolutely. And I believe I've 
gone to committee at the beginning to advise committee that we were putting out for an 
economic advisory committee to be able to direct -- to direct some of the master plan for 
the Yellowknife Airport. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  



MR. O'REILLY: Thanks for that. Yeah, when this was being discussed in the last 
Assembly, it was very interesting because all of the Yellowknife -- all the Regular 
Yellowknife MLAs voted against establishing a Yellowknife Airport Revolving Fund 
because we could never get any commitment for accountability, representation on these 
committees. There was no accountability. Nothing. And then, you know, to have -- now 
it's being reestablished, that's great. But a little bit of more input from this side of the 
House would be appreciated. The last bunch were appointed by the deputy minister 
rather than the Minister. So that's -- it sounds like this is going to be a little better, but. 
So I anxiously await for this information.  

Some of us actually pushed for a model much more like the waste reduction and 
recovery advisory committee where there was a committee actually established in 
legislation, and the representation is set out there and so on, to provide some greater 
accountability and so on. So I think that's a model that we still have to look at at some 
point in the future. But I'll accept the Minister's word. I look forward to getting more 
information about this as soon as possible because I think we have to get this on the 
right track, especially as tourism is going to start again. Thanks. That's all I've got to 
say. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 


