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MR. O'REILLY: But I want to switch gears and move to probably some higher level 
questions around energy and strategic initiatives. I raised this with the Minister of 
Environment and Natural Resources and was told that this was something that he 
wasn't really responsible for.  

So when I look at the GNWT energy initiatives report for 2021 and the forecasts of 
greenhouse gas reductions, by the year 2025 we will have only reached 20 percent of 
the target that was set through the Pan-Canadian Framework. And so we have to reach 
another 80 percent reductions in the last five years. So I always complained about how 
our -- the last Cabinet's approach was back end loaded, and it's coming true.  

So what is the department doing about making sure that GNWT, or the Northwest 
Territories more properly, meets the Pan-Canadian Framework, because the current 
energy strategy is failing and failing quickly. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there are 
a number of things that we are doing to ensure that we meet our 2030 strategy and, you 
know, we look at the action plan every three years and we're able to see if we're 
meeting targets. If we're not, what are some of the things that we're able to do to further 
advance our projects.  

So, you know, some of our key initiatives, like big projects, we're advancing the Taltson 
Project, the Inuvik Wind Project, Fort Providence-Kakisa Line, feasibility for Tuk 
liquefied natural gas, you know, replacement oil heating of 45 housing. And I'm not 
going to go on because I'm using up Member's time but we are doing -- advancing 
some of these projects within the strategy. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, clearly, the 2030 Energy Strategy is 
failing, and it's not -- we're not going to reach the Pan-Canadian Framework target; 
there's no way. So what I was hoping I was going to hear from the Minister is that we're 
going to reset that or throw it out, quite frankly, and bring in some energy projects that 
will actually allow us to meet that target. And those -- it's going to need -- we require 
things like hydrogen - a workshop that I recently attended that the department put on. 
We need to find ways to reduce the energy that's consumed in the transportation sector 
and in the mining sector, quite frankly. And I don't want to have wait for diamond mines 
to close so that we can actually meet the target, but that's where we're going.  

So what is it that the department's going to do to reset this strategy and get us on a 
proper track so that we can actually meet the Pan-Canadian Framework target? 
Thanks, Madam Chair.  



CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of Infrastructure.  

HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, and I believe the 
Member's asked me this on the floor, if we can just scrap the 2030 Energy Strategy, and 
at the time my answer was no, because we're going to go back and look at the action 
plan and assess it every three years. And perhaps, you know, see where in which areas 
we're not meeting targets and be able to assess that. And if I can, Madam Chair, to 
have Mr. Jenkins just to speak a little bit more in specific initiatives that we are trying to 
get to our bigger target by 2030. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Mr. Jenkins.  

MR. JENKINS: Thank you, Madam Chair. So the current target is 30 percent for 2005 
levels by 2030. So we are currently 16 percent below those levels. So we do feel that 
we're progressing towards our current GHG reduction targets. We are advancing a 
number of larger projects. As they come on stream, we'll see more GHG emissions 
reductions. And as the Minister mentioned, we're starting work on our new three-year 
action plan, and we're going to look at, you know, what actions we need going forward. 
We're going to look at different pathways, different targets. You know, are they feasible, 
can they work; we're going to look at a number of things. We've recently launched our 
public engagement on that, and we look forward to hearing back from different 
stakeholders and our partners and building that plan moving forward. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Mr. Jenkins. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. We're just not going to make the target at 
this rate. There's no way. It's impossible for us to make the target especially when we're 
stuck in this strategy. And, you know, the federal government has to be watching this, 
and should be watching this, the money that they're giving us, because part of the 
reason we -- you know, the last Cabinet, it took a lot for them to actually sign on to the 
Pan-Canadian Framework in the first place. And the only reason they did that was 
because they said that if we're going to reach that target, you got to give us some 
money. So the feds have given us money and we're still failing because it's the mix of 
projects that are being presented here. There's no way we're going to meet the 
Pan-Canadian Framework target. So that's a warning to the Minister, I guess, that we're 
not going to make it, and I don't want to be sitting here a year from now, or two years 
from now, hearing from the Auditor General that again our government has failed to 
reach the targets that were set in our own internal greenhouse gas emission strategies, 
because that's the record that this government has. We don't meet the targets that we 
set and that's what's happening with this strategy. Thanks, Madam Chair.  


