
KEVIN O’REILLY—MLA FRAME LAKE 
NWTHC Increased Funding Submissions and Core Need  

Committee of the Whole—2022-2023 Operation Budget Review 
NWT Housing Corporation—February 28, 2022   

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair, much appreciated. I'm trying to remember 
exactly where I was on Friday. It seems like a lifetime ago, but. I guess I was trying to 
figure out how the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation determines when to go to 
the Financial Management Board for more resources. And I think I heard that there was 
two areas of forced growth that the corporation sought additional funds for, and looking 
back at Hansard from Friday, was for property taxes and incremental costs associated 
with expansion of public housing programs.  

So I know that -- we all know that inflation is going to be probably around 5 percent for 
the current year. How has the Housing Corporation accounted for inflation in, or what 
we know, in all of its operations and why just these two areas for forced growth? 
Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Housing -- NWT 
Housing Corporation.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I'll have president Young respond. 
Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. President Young.  

MS. YOUNG: Thank you, Madam Chair. So when looking at our budget and pressure 
points, as the Member speaks to, you know, we take a look at each forced growth cycle 
comes up, look at the areas where there are uncontrollable costs or controllable costs 
that we need to address. When it comes to inflation, of course inflation hits us first off in 
our capital area and so when we're looking at our capital plans, we take a look at 
current operating costs, what our tenders are coming in at, and wherever possible we 
try first to deal with those pressure points from within and then if they cannot be dealt 
with from within, then of course we have the conversation with our colleagues at finance 
about what opportunities or approaches may be available to us to look at.  

Similar with our retrofits, we have a budget. We do our planned work every year. We 
start with that. Then as we start to get costs in, if we need to make adjustments we first 
look within and then, you know, if that doesn't provide the opportunity then we use the 
annual cycle through -- through our colleagues to apply for and look for opportunities for 
relief if it's an uncontrollable matter. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Madam Chair. I guess I just want to encourage the 
Minister to come forward to the Financial Management Board more often for requests 
for additional funding, especially with regard to forced growth but also to expand the 
programs that they offer to finally get our housing out of core need.  



So lastly, if I could ask very quickly, when are we going to get this plan to get our 
housing out of core need? Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister of NWT Housing Corporation.  

HON. PAULIE CHINNA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I'll have President Young respond 
as we are working on that report and just for the -- when that report will be ready. Thank 
you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. President Young.  

MS. YOUNG: Thank you, Madam Chair. Our target is to have the report finalized by the 
end of March.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame -- sorry, no more time. 
Member for Kam Lake.  

 


