
KEVIN O’REILLY—MLA FRAME LAKE 
Wood Cutting on Tlicho All Season Road 

Committee of the Whole—2022-2023 Operating Budget Review 
Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources—February 23, 2022  

 
MR. O'REILLY: But the other question I have is I had a constituent raise with me the 
issue of being able to cut wood along the Tlicho All-Season Road and apparently was 
not able to get a wood cutting permit. What is going on with wood cutting along the road 
and why wasn't that sorted out before the road was opened? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi, Mr. O'Reilly. Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you. So the road project got done quicker. We have 
zero to 12 when we're working with the Tlicho government. We are trying to work with 
the Tlicho government to set up a plan. We're in a process of working with them, and so 
we are working with the Tlicho government. They've identified issues and concerns. And 
so right now, we have zero to 12 and that's what we're working with the Tlicho 
government. For the people to get the permits, they go through with that process.  

The other part of the road, and I don't know the exact mileage of it, but it's from 13 to 
the end of the road, we are working with the Tlicho government. They have concerns. 
And we're going through a process with their community and our staff moving forward. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. And Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, okay, thanks. This is all coming as news to me. So just so I can 
get this clarified, so the first -- from the junction to kilometre 12, ENR is issuing wood 
cutting permits to anybody, any residents? And then beyond kilometre 12, that's still 
under negotiation with the Tlicho government? Is that what I hear the Minister say? 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi, Mr. O'Reilly. Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Just to get clarity, I'm going to turn to the deputy minister. 
But it's 0 to 12 is where the cutting permits existed prior to the road. That's where the 
people were able do it. But to get clarity on it -- and it's not negotiations. I want to get it 
clear, we are working with the Tlicho government on their traditional territory and public 
lands. We are working with them. It's not negotiating. So we -- I need to stress we are 
working with them together collaboratively to come up with a process that's respectful of 
them in their Indigenous area. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With your permission, I'll turn to 
the deputy minister to give clarity on the permits and stuff like that. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Deputy minister.  

MS. ST. ARNAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So ENR has been meeting with the Tlicho 
government to discuss the concerns, as the Minister mentioned. And what we're trying 
to do is come up with an interim plan while we work with the Tlicho government on a 
forest management plan for the area.  



What we're interested in, and working on right now, is what will happen for those -- for 
kilometre 0 to 5 and 8 to 12, which previously there were permits in that area. And my 
understanding is we're almost -- we're almost there with those discussions. So at this 
time, they're still ongoing. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair. So I guess I'll make a couple suggestions.  

Can I get a commitment, then, out of the Minister to give us a briefing note on this? 
Because I've heard different ranges of kilometres. And if that briefing note could clarify 
land ownership and who's responsible for forest resources along the corridor of the 
road. The last thing I want to do is interfere with the Tlicho agreement in any way and 
their rights. But -- so can I get that commitment out of the Minister? And secondly, can 
he commit to actually communicate this with the public? Because it's been radio silence 
with the public in terms of what's going on. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi, Mr. O'Reilly. Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: We can give a commitment to what the process is and 
how we're doing it. But for communications, before I make that commitment, I would like 
to get the deputy minister to explain what's going on. It hasn't been radio silence from 
my point of view. Maybe there is some -- been some challenges and maybe it's just the 
information that I've been receiving, and maybe it's because I've been talking with the 
Tlicho government on this very topic. So with your permission, I'll go to the deputy 
minister. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. I think he asked for clarification also on 
the permitting process too. Deputy minister.  

MS. ST. ARNAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair. There is no harvesting along the road at this 
point, and we're working with the Tlicho government to come up with the plan. Once we 
have the plan, we will communicate it out. But that's what we're working on getting at 
this point.  

There is a structure -- there's a cabin on -- between 5 and 8, and the reason the 
numbers were different, it is -- we are looking at 0 to 12 but there would be a buffer 
around that cabin, and that's what we're looking at. That's why I said 0 to 5 and 8 to 12. 
So this is still under discussion and we'll -- we will definitely communicate it out once the 
plan is in place and once we've finalized our discussions with the Tlicho government. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Nothing further.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): I'm not seeing any further questions for this 
section. Please turn to page 84. Environment and Natural Resources, forest 
management, operations expenditure summary, 2022-2023 Main Estimates, 
$39,096,000. Does committee agree? 

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Agreed.  



CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Agree. We're getting close to our hard stop at 6 
o'clock. I'm not sure we want to entertain another section. Mr. O'Reilly.  

 


