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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. So I just want to start by saying that although I ask a 
lot of tough questions of this department, I do appreciate the work that the staff do, and I 
know that they're always doing their best.  

But I do have some questions around climate change and the conservation area 
planning and management over a longer period of time. The Nature Fund protected 
areas grants and contributions is going down, down on page 81. It's about, I don't know, 
almost $300,000 less this year than last year. When I look at conservation planning and 
implementation program detail on page 80, it's about $1.5 million less than what was 
spent last year. I guess -- so where are we going to find the money to maintain the 
long-term investment that's needed to fund these protected areas? And I support them, 
and they will create sustainable long-term jobs that have lots of other benefits, but 
where's the money going to come from? Because we're not spending it, and this is not a 
good trend in this budget. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi, Mr. O'Reilly. Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you. I'll start, and then turn to the deputy minister.  

ENR has been exploring potential opportunities to find territorial -- or to fund territorial 
protected areas over the long term and at the same time support economic 
diversification in the NWT. One option is the project finance for permits or PFP. PFPs 
are a relatively new financial tools that bring together diverse partners, including 
governments, donors, into a single group with a common purpose. Currently, ENR is 
representing the GNWT in discussions on the feasibility of PFP for the NWT. But for 
further detail, I will turn to the deputy minister because we have started the 
conversations and that, but I'll turn to the deputy minister for further information. Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. And if somebody could clarify what was 
"PFP" also at the same time. Deputy minister.  

MS. ST. ARNAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair. So the Nature Fund fluctuates based on the 
activities that were planned so that what you see in here is the amount of money that 
we said we would need for the years that we had it. And the reason that the costs -- or 
the funding decreased over time is we were shifting from negotiations, which are 
expensive because you need to meet and have those meetings, to some of the 
management and operations pieces, right. So that is part of this change.  

With respect to long-term funding, we're alive to that issue and have been working and 
talking to funders and also to the federal government for many years, but the project 
financing for permanence option, PFP, is a recent thing that's come up that we're 
looking at with other departments in the GNWT to see if it could be something that could 



work for all of us. And we're working with Indigenous governments and others, the 
funders themselves on that to see if it could work. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, no, thanks for that. I guess -- I know I said this before, I 
understand a lot of work that has to go into the negotiation of setting these protected 
areas up, but that's when the real work actually begins. You have to create 
management plans. You know, you have to -- there should be money for guardianship 
programs, investing in tourism and infrastructure in the protected areas themselves. I 
actually disagree with what the deputy minister said in that I think you need even more 
money when it comes to actually implementing these and doing it in a consistent and 
supportive way. So that's what I'm most worried about, is where's the money going to 
come from to do that? And it does require a sustained investment from our government. 
So I'm just going to leave it at that on this topic, Mr. Chair, but I want to turn now to 
climate -- the climate crisis.  

 


