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MR. O'REILLY: I want to move on the Community Harvester Assistance Program. This 
program has been under review for at least two years. It was even raised in the last 
Assembly about how effective this was in building some food security and enabling 
people, particularly in smaller communities, to get out and get country foods. So it's 
been under review for at least two years. What is the timeline for finishing this review 
and securing some additional resources for the program? Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi, Mr. O'Reilly. Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: The timeline, I'll turn to the deputy minister for giving the 
detailed timeline realizing the time. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

MS. ST. ARNAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We have completed the engagement on the 
review of CHAP, and we released a "what we heard" report where we've asked to check 
in with Indigenous governments and harvesters to ensure that we got it right. That 
response is due back on February 10th of 2022. Even now, we're starting to work on 
some of the changes to the program, and we will be coming back hopefully in the 
summer with the final version of all the changes that will be made to that program.  

I will just add here very briefly that there are a number of other programs, and when we 
did the engagement, we heard that CHAP is not the only program that is needed. 
There's skill development and other elements, and we've been working on those and 
have new programs related to those as well. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Mr. O'Reilly.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Mr. Chair. Yeah, can someone tell me when the last time the 
Community Harvester Assistance Program amount was actually increased? Because it 
looks like it's just a constant for as long as the Main Estimates appear, or the years that 
are listed here. Thanks, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Minister.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: I'm sorry, for that detail I'd go to the deputy minister. Thank 
you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Deputy minister.  

MS. ST. ARNAUD: Thank you, Mr. Chair. While there haven't been increases to the 
CHAP funding, there have been increases to funding that have been used for some of 
the training programs that I mentioned, trapper training, some of the resourcing to 
ensure that others are available to access these programs, not just the CHAP program 
itself. So there has been some additional resources but not specifically for CHAP. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Mr. Bonnetrouge): Mahsi. Mr. O'Reilly.  



MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, thanks, Mr. Chair. I'm going to let the Minister in on a little secret. 
I expect that there's going to be a supplementary appropriation probably come forward 
maybe May/June for this set of Main Estimates, and I want to encourage him to bring 
forward an increase in funding for the community harvester assistance program. So I'll 
just put that out on the record.  

 


