
From the Assembly
Greener Homes energy retrofits program 
and Arctic Energy Alliance funding 
Natural Resources Canada introduced a program that 
provides grants of up to $5,000 but has imposed 
requirements of a before and after energy audit. We only 
have two energy auditors for the whole NWT and the wait 
time in Yellowknife is about a year.  I urged the Infrastructure 
Minister to get the audit requirements dropped.

I also filed written questions about the perpetual problem 
of Arctic Energy Alliance running out of money well before 
the end of the fiscal year. We just have to get more money 
into the Arctic Energy Alliance and make sure programs 
are more accessible across the entire NWT, especially for 
low-income families.

Aurora College Transformation Budget 
The Yukon has received significantly more federal 
investment in post-secondary education than the NWT. I 
don’t think this is just because they are much further ahead 
with their development of post-secondary education 
system. Here in the NWT, we still don’t have a costed plan 
for the transformation of Aurora College into a Polytechnic 
University. A plan must include the necessary facilities for 
all three communities–Fort Smith, Inuvik and Yellowknife.

I think the other reason we don’t get as much funding is 
that Cabinet has not made post-secondary education a 
priority in terms of federal engagement. BIG infrastructure 
is still the overwhelming priority, a hangover from the last 
Cabinet. 
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Contact Me with Your Ideas and Concerns

During the federal general election campaign, I joined 
with students in the September 8 Canada Is Still on Fire 
demonstrations for action on climate change.

Critical Minerals 
Critical minerals (used in solar panels, batteries or other 
energy saving technologies) could make a positive 
contribution to greener energy technology to assist with 
the climate crisis. However, more work is needed on 
whether these minerals are the only or best solution. 

One of the questions at a recent ITI workshop should 
have been whether we could mine our way out of the 
climate crisis. That analysis of what contribution critical 
minerals can play in the climate crisis is essential before 
we head down a path of providing incentives, subsidies, 
or concessions.

Seniors Benefit Clawbacks
During the height of the pandemic, everyone including 
seniors was encouraged to take Canada Emergency 
Recovery Benefits payments. No one was warned that 
this might be counted as income which would reduce 
other benefits to seniors. I called on our Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment (including income 
support programs) to stop this unjust rollback of seniors’ 
benefits. I received little comfort from his responses and 
will continue to press the issue.

Cold Weather Testing at the Yellowknife 
Airport
I support efforts to diversify our economy but not at any 
cost. I asked the Minister of Infrastructure questions in light 
of the Korean Aerospace Industries military helicopter 
testing. Would we allow anyone to test technology at the 
airport, use live ammunition, or nuclear capable weapons? 

At one time, GNWT took a principled stand on the testing 
of military weapons in the NWT. Motions were passed in 
the Assembly against US cruise missile testing and low-
level flight training by military aircraft. If we don’t have a 
policy on use of our airports for cold-weather testing, we 
should have one. To be clear, I would not support testing 
of military weapons.
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• Double vaccination is now available for anyone five years of age and older. 

• Third “booster” doses of vaccine can be administered to those 16 years 
and older. 

• Even partial vaccination provides greater protection against severe COVID 
illness, so get vaccinated to protect yourself, your loved ones and your 
community.

• Self-isolation requirements are changing and it is best to check the GNWT 
website: www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/travel-isolation 

• Self-isolation will be based on the vaccination status of the traveller instead 
of the vaccination status of the least vaccinated household member.

• There are testing requirements for all persons intending to travel to smaller 
NWT communities; who work/volunteer with vulnerable populations or 
in high-risk settings; and for those who have returned from international 
travel. 

• Travelers returning to the NWT should monitor themsleves closely for at 
least 3 days and avoid gatherings and public places as much as possible 
during that period.

COVID Update

Electoral 
Boundaries 
Commission 
The Commission has put forward two specific options for 
consideration by the general public, and is seeking input 
via written submissions and/or public hearings. 

Under option A, there would continue to be 19 MLAs in the 
territorial legislature, as described in their report.  There 
would be some minor adjustments to riding boundaries. 

Under Option B, there would be 16 MLAs in the legislature, 
by reducing the number of MLAs for Yellowknife, Inuvik 
and Hay River as described in their report. 

All NWT residents, including Frame Lake constituents, 
are encouraged to read the report and submit comments 
to the Commission on or before January 31, 2022:  
www.nwtelectoralboundaries.ca  

I would be happy to hear your views as well.

Bill 29: Should Regular MLAs 
and Indigenous Governments 
Have Access to Information About 
Resource Royalties?
My Private Member’s Bill that would give the ITI Minister 
discretion to share resource royalty information with 
regular MLAs and Indigenous governments came back 
to the Assembly for review. I was disappointed that 
the Committee reviewing the Bill did not make any 
recommendations or propose any changes, despite 
some submissions that suggested changes. 

Now, the only information on resource royalties available 
to regular MLAs and Indigenous governments is what 
is reported in the Public Accounts, an aggregate total 
of mining, oil and gas royalties and water fees. The 
current legislation makes royalty information available 
to Cabinet and the public service but not regular MLAs 
or Indigenous governments. This isn’t fair in a consensus 
government system. 

Without access to more information about resource 
royalties, MLAs and Indigenous governments can’t have 
meaningful input into the review of the mining fiscal 
regime. We can’t make informed decisions to balance 
the competing interests of:

• profits to shareholders;

• jobs and contracts from resource development; 

• a fair return to government for the extraction of 
one-time natural capital; and 

• distribution of benefits within the NWT and 
across generations.

I’m waiting to see what Cabinet does about more 
transparency in response to recommendations on the 
mining fiscal regime review, and to see what the next 
steps will be for my Bill in the new year.

This pandemic will not go 
away entirely. Think of the 
different layers as “nets” 
and layer them all together 
for an overall defense. Key 
layers of protection are 
vaccination; safe travel; and 
healthy personal habits. 

See the Health and  
Social Services webpage 
“Set Your Safety Nets” 
www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/set-
your-safety-nets

Yellowknife Centre MLA Julie Green and I hosted seniors guests 
at the Baker Centre for a holiday season Lunch With a Bunch.
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Leaders from the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) and nine Indigenous governments, who are partners in 
Devolution, met in Yellowknife to discuss issues related to lands and resource management at the Intergovernmental Council (IGC) 
meeting. I attended as Chair of the Standing Committee on Accountability and Oversight.

Stop Blaming the Feds and  
Start Taking Action on the Climate Crisis

Off to a rocky start 
The GNWT Review of the Mining Fiscal Regime

I was very disappointed with the lack of progress and 
agreement at the recent UN Climate Change Conference 
in Glasgow. I was happy that the NWT had a delegation 
there. What I’ve heard from our government is we need 
federal assistance, more Indigenous representation in our 
delegation, and to work with our circumpolar neighbours. 
That’s not going to get us where we should and need to 
be.

Here is what the GNWT needs to do:
1.  Reorganize GNWT and set the climate crisis 

as a priority. We need a new department of 
Environment, Natural Resources and Climate 
Crisis. Take the energy projects and mandate out 
of Infrastructure and bring in the NWT Power 
Corporation. Have one Minister responsible 

To start its review of the mining fiscal regime, GNWT hired 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) to prepare a benchmark 
study. The main finding was that “lowering taxes is unlikely 
to be effective for the Northwest Territories” and that the 
NWT gets a fair return in resource rents. 

Given the importance of the sector, the Economic 
Development and Environment Committee sought 
a review of the PwC report. We hired a world class  
consultant, who has helped over 20 countries obtain a 
fairer share of revenues.

The consultant found:

• The PwC study assessed competitiveness, not the 
maximizing of government revenues; 

• The jurisdictions reviewed create the impression 
that the NWT tax regime is only slightly more 
generous than most other jurisdictions. The NWT 
actually gets “some of the lowest ‘government 
take’ in the world for minerals.” 

• The historical performance of the NWT fiscal 
regime was not assessed.

• PwC conflates revenues paid to the federal 
government with revenues paid to the GNWT. 

The consultant found the after-cost share of revenues 
from mining is around 22% for the GNWT and 14% for 
the federal government. The International Monetary Fund 
suggests that governments should expect a 40–60% 
share. 

The Committee and the Assembly accepted the 
consultant’s recommendation below, and there will be a 
response from Cabinet within 120 days.

• Analyse the Performance of the NWT Mining 
Fiscal Regime since Devolution

• Implement Government-led Revenue 
Transparency

• Conduct a Fiscal Regime Review Focused on 
Maximizing Government Revenue 

• Analyse the Net Revenue Benefits for the NWT 

• Generate Greater Mining Revenues to Benefit 
Future Generations 

• Expand Indigenous Governments’ Economic 
Benefit Sharing

• Make public information on the steps, timeline, 
and opportunities for public engagement in the 
review of the mining fiscal regime.

for all of this. This would address the failures 
identified by the Auditor General of Canada in 
our climate change audit.

2.  Drop the faulty climate change approach from 
the last Cabinet and commit to net zero by 
2050 or even sooner.

3.  Face the crisis at the NWT Power Corporation. 
Develop a transition plan that builds community 
and household energy self-reliance, not bigger 
grids and megaprojects like Taltson Expansion.

4. Stop pretending big petroleum development 
is ever going to come back to the NWT. Local, 
transitional use of fossil fuels is okay but 
planning for export must stop.



Kevin O’Reilly,

MLA Frame Lake / Député Frame Lake

Office / Télé : (867) 767–9143 ext. / poste 12110

Fax : (867) 873-0276

kevin_oreilly@ntassembly.ca

Votre apport est important
J’ai besoin de savoir vos impressions et quelles actions 
vous aimeriez réalisées!
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I want economic recovery for the NWT as much as 
everybody else, but we can’t simply spend our way out of 
the pandemic. There are obviously many capital projects 
I can easily support but the overall priorities are wrong. 

I do commend the Minister of Finance for the collaboration 
and commitments she made during discussions with 
regular MLAs as part of the deliberations on the capital 
budget. The Minister agreed to:

• give priority to small capital projects, particularly 
in small communities, to try to ensure 
better distribution of the benefits from 
GNWT spending;

• try to speed up improvements to GNWT 
procurement to better retain benefits;

• engage those community governments 
that incurred additional costs related to 
COVID outbreaks, to cover some or all of 
those costs; and

• make progress on supporting health 
care workers who have served us so well 
during the pandemic, including using a temporary 
wage increase for current and future employees 
and support for childcare expenses incurred by 
essential workers during the outbreaks.

These were serious and unprecedented commitments on 
a capital budget that show how consensus government 
can and should work.

The 2022-23 capital budget is the largest ever for the 
NWT at $502 million. There has been little to no tracking 
of carry-overs from previous years’ capital projects and 
our debt is increasing four times faster than revenues. 

Your Input is Important 
I need to know what you think and what 
actions you want to see! 
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The new temporary day shelter is on the site of the former visitor’s centre. It’s 
comprised of modular work camp units. There is a large social area, commercial 
kitchen, showers, laundry and storage bins for clients’ personal property.

The new temporary day shelter went into operation December 
6 with an open house. Left to right, MLAs Rocky Simpson (Hay 
River South), Health and Social Services Minister Julie Green, 
Kevin O’Reilly (Frame Lake)  and Ron Bonnetrouge (Dehcho).

The remaining amount within our debt limit is only $300 
million after being increased to $1.8 billion. The GNWT is 
in contravention of its Fiscal Responsibility Policy with 
overspending on capital in 2019-20 (the Auditor General 
of Canada blew the whistle on GNWT). We are simply 
spending way too much on capital during a pandemic, 
when it is difficult to get money out the door and ensure 
it stays in the NWT. The recommendations for the 
Procurement Review have not yet been accepted and are 
a long way from being implemented.

As for spending priorities, the Minister’s 
opening remarks noted that $150 million is 
being spent on roads. Only about $11 million is 
spent for housing, with some federal support 
off the books due to some peculiar accounting. 
That being said, our housing needs continue 
to grow with 43% of units in core need—
that’s affordability, suitability and adequacy 
problems—and it is getting worse. 

Spending on the BIG infrastructure projects 
continues with little to no prospect of 

completion or retention of northern benefits.

I voted against this capital budget to send Cabinet a 
clear message to get our fiscal house in order. We’ve got 
two years left to steer this ship in the right direction. We 
need to get serious about raising some revenues, and 
start spending on real priorities like housing. We will start 
our review of the operating budget in the new year and 
that will come forward into the House in February. I’ll be 
pushing for more funding for housing and other priorities 
such as climate crisis, childcare and implementation of 
Indigenous rights.

Why I Voted Against  
the 2022-23 Capital Budget

We’ve got 
two years 

left to steer 
this ship in 
the right 
direction.


