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MR. O’REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the ITI Minister who 
seems to have the lead on our remediation economy. In my statements in May, 
October, February, and again today, I noted the potential for literally billions of dollars of 
federal investment across the northern territories as part of an accelerated program on 
contaminated sites remediation and economic recovery.  

It's now clear that my calls to action or my offer of assistance have ever been taken 
seriously. But can the Minister provide an update on the status of this work to secure 
accelerated federal investment to build a remediation economy? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for Industry, 
Tourism and Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the 
Department of ENR is the lead for the remediation economy. They are the ones that are 
responsible for preparing a draft discussion paper. The fact that that paper is being 
prepared right now should be well known at this point by committee Members. 
Fortunately, Mr. Speaker, the Department of ENR and ITI actually meet regularly. 
There's a number of initiatives where the two departments are working quite closely 
together in addition to which there is an assistant deputy minister that also is working in 
this area of remediation. And so I'm certainly able to respond as I am not entirely sure 
where the rest of the questions will go. I can again assure the Member, assure this 
House, that that discussion paper is underway. It will go through its usual processes of 
approvals through Cabinet and sharing with the committee.  

As for the potential of billions of federal dollars, I would love to know that there are 
billions of federal dollars that are so easy for the picking. I have, in the past, responded 
at some length about the efforts that I went through, the multiple letters and emails and 
context I went through, to see if we could get ourselves into the federal program that 
was announced for British Columbia, Alberta, and Saskatchewan. That program, 
however, was quite specific to orphaned or inactive wells that have no owners. We've 
gone through our process. We've tried to provide all the information necessary. And 
quite simply put, the situation, the wells that we have here have owners and they will not 
be eligible for that program. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. And 
clearly, the approach we've taken to date has been a dismal failure. From what I've 
seen, we continue to pitch this investment as a way to bail out the extractive sector. 
Federal support is not a way to backtrack and pollute our pace or absolve the private 
sector of its liabilities.  



 

 

So what assurance can the Minister give me that we're going to change our bailout 
approach and start to make a pitch for an accelerated northern contaminated sites 
remediation program? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I don't agree 
that there is any sort of bailout program and so in that sense I suppose I could simply 
say there is no direction to go towards any sort of bailout and end my answer at that.  

I, however, Mr. Speaker, will continue on to reassure everyone that the polluter pays 
principle continues to be the live principle that applies in the Northwest Territories. That 
hasn't changed. And as for, again, looking for opportunities to build the remediation 
economy, that discussion paper's already underway, led by ENR.  

And in the meantime, Mr. Speaker, although we might not find ourselves fitting into the 
program that was announced for those three western provinces, we're already looking 
at whether there's a way to pivot our ask to better adapt to the circumstances and 
situation we have here in the Northwest Territories so that we can access, if there are 
funds available, that we can be able to access them or find a way to ask for them that's 
more meaningful. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. I 
think part of the problem here is that we have no concrete proposal that's been put 
together to show what the contaminated sites are, the risks they pose, the cost to 
assess and remediate them, and the benefits that could accrue. I'm more than happy to 
roll up my sleeves and help with that work.  

Can the Minister tell us whether there is a concrete proposal for an accelerated northern 
contaminated sites remediation program? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So, again, ENR is the lead 
in terms of managing contaminated sites and the contaminated sites inventory. The 
Department of ITI certainly is responsible for liaising as well with the department on the 
federal level. With respect to the industry sector, Mr. Speaker, I can assure you that we 
did undertake a fairly extensive program in order to determine the various types of sites 
and sumps all across the Northwest Territories. Simple fact is they have current owners 
and -- including all those sumps and as such, they didn't fit into that federal program. 
For a future ask, that's exactly why there's a discussion paper that's being put together 
so that there is an organized ask, goes across all of the departments that are involved 
on this initiative. And, Mr. Speaker, that effort is already well under its way -- underway. 
The drafts will be prepared in early 2022. Might not quite be a Christmas present, but 
maybe we'll have it in time for the Easter Bunny. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. And 
as my Christmas present, this will probably be the last question I can ask my Cabinet 
colleagues in 2021.  

We have an extensive inventory of contaminated sites so there's lots of work to be 
done. That work should also be part of -- a key part of what the polytechnic university 



 

 

might look at as well to help build capacity and capture opportunities for remediation 
economy.  

Will the Minister commit to regularly update regular MLAs on her efforts to secure 
federal investment to accelerate remediation work? Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there's too 
many times where perhaps the Member from Frame Lake and I appear to disagree. 
This isn't one of them. I also agree that the remediation economy is one that we need to 
be looking at, that we need to look at carefully, that we need to find the opportunities, 
and it's going to involve not only ITI but ENR, ECE, and Lands.  

So, yes, Mr. Speaker, I certainly will be more than happy to ensure that bringing all of 
that together and updating this House happens regularly. When there's multiple 
departments involved, it does take a bit more coordinating. But it's a lot of good work 
that's happening, and I'll definitely make that commitment. Thank you.  

 


