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MR. O’REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. The advice from the Transition Matters 
special committee of the last Assembly was that there should be fewer priorities. We 
produced a list of 22 priorities versus the 25 for the 18th Assembly. Hard choices were 
not made. We ran out of time and energy after an intensive orientation with a looming 
leadership selection process. 

I do not support some of the priorities set by this Assembly. Some work at 
cross-purposes with each other. Some of the priorities provide precise direction while 
others are extremely vague. The priorities provide very little direction for the work of 
some of the departments, agencies and Ministers. 

With two years left in this Assembly, it's past the time to review the priorities. I'll make it 
easy for my Cabinet colleagues. You should focus on only five things in the last two 
years beyond what your departments are generally doing. Here's my five picks, Mr. 
Speaker:  

1. Develop a costed plan to get our housing out of core need to at least the Canadian 
average. Take that to Ottawa as the priority for the NWT. Drop the big infrastructure 
projects now but manage housing like it is a big infrastructure project.  

2. The climate crisis. Finally admit it is a crisis, stop blaming the feds, and adopt the 
international standard of net-zero by 2050. Move beyond the ridiculously low Climate 
Change Strategic Framework and the misguided 2030 Energy Strategy. 

3. Universal childcare. A costed plan to get us there which the last Minister in the 18th 
Assembly refused to do. No more vague promises of advancing affordable childcare.  

4. Settle and implement treaty, land and resources self-government agreements. 
Concentrate on Akaitcho, the Deh Cho, and the NWT Metis Nation to get final 
agreements. Provide new mandates and change up our negotiators where necessary.  

5. Complete the implementation of the Polytechnic University as the basis for 
diversifying our economy through recognition of traditional knowledge, environmental 
remediation, and our world-class environmental management systems.  

That's my challenge to Cabinet and to my colleagues on this side of the House. This is 
the legacy we can and should achieve for our residents. Merci, Mr. Speaker.  
 


