
Committee Report 23 19(2):  
Standing Committee on Government Operations 

 Report on Review of the 2018 19 and 2019 20 Public Accounts. 
December 8, 2021  

 
MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So there's an interesting graph in the report by 
the committee, and it shows that, you know, from 2010-11, to 2015-16, the contingent 
liability amount in the public accounts was single digit numbers in the millions of dollars, 
and then it leapfrogged to $67 million, and now it's at $107 million for 2019-20. And I 
guess I have my own suspicions of what's driving this, but I think it's partly that the very 
complex P3 arrangements that our government is getting into. These are like a 
thousand pages of documents for each project. And I think it just leaves lots of room for 
this kind of stuff to happen. So I think we need to get to the root of this and try to better 
manage this moving forward. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

…(further) 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Yes, thanks, Madam Chair. Yes, and I want to thank my colleague from 
Yellowknife North. He's covered off a number of my concerns, particularly with regard to 
P3s being used increasingly by GNWT.  

But the other aspect that the report goes into, and this was found in the audit by the 
auditor general, was that there was overspending on capital by $32 million during 
2019-20. You know, the 50 percent mark was a certain figure, and we only generated a 
$46 million cash operating surplus but we spent $78 million on capitals using the fiscal 
responsibility policy.  

So even though our government failed to comply with it, there's no consequences. 
Nothing, except the auditor general blew the whistle on us. So that's another reason 
why we need to review this policy and make sure that it does really reflect the long-term 
sustainability, fiscal sustainability, that we should have as a government and for our 
residents. So I support this motion and look forward to an opportunity to revise that 
policy. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

…(further)   

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Although I wasn't a Member of the GOVOPS 
committee in the last Assembly, I do want to acknowledge that there has been some 
improvements made in the public accounts in the six years I've been here. There's kind 
of like a plain language user guide that's available now. P3 reporting has improved. I 
think that's also a reflection of evolving accounting standards throughout the world.  



So anyways, there's a number of other recommendations that had been adopted that I 
just can't think of off the top of my head, but there had been some significant 
improvements in the public accounts over the six years I've been here. I want to 
acknowledge that. And I think we've -- but the standing committee here has made a 
number of suggestions for further improvements, and I support them. Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

 


