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MR. O’REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the Minister of 
Industry, Tourism and Investment.  

A couple of weeks ago I tabled redacted meeting summaries from the GNWT-Chamber 
of Mines COVID-19 Working Group meetings. From the April 28th meeting, ITI states 
"allowing money from philanthropic organizations from the south is something we will be 
watching so it doesn't influence land use planning with more protected areas."  

Can the Minister tell us which philanthropic organizations are being watched and what 
kind of monitoring or surveillance is being conducted? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for Industry, 
Tourism and Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there is no 
surveillance being conducted. Mr. Speaker, I understand that these meeting minutes 
continue to be a source of great consternation. They are minutes. They are taken by a 
note taker, they are not transcripts, and they certainly are not something to which I 
would say speak on my behalf about what the department is or is not doing or the 
priorities of the department. So just to put that context on the quotes that are coming, 
again there are notes taken by someone at a meeting.  

That said, Mr. Speaker, philanthropic organizations, this quote, this has long been a 
matter raised by certain members of the industry that we want to ensure that when 
decisions are being made about land use in the Northwest Territories that those 
decisions are made by members of the regions in which the matters arise so that they're 
decisions made by northern residents, by northern communities, by northern 
governments. And that's really the role of the GNWT here, is not to go spying on 
anybody but simply to facilitate land use planning by and for the benefit of Northerners. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. In 
October 2021, Alberta released the report from the $3.5 million Allan inquiry into foreign 
funded anti-energy campaigns that found no evidence of wrongdoing by environmental 
groups.  

Can the Minister tell us whether this government is going to hold a similar public inquiry 
in terms of watching philanthropic organizations, or does this government actually 
recognize the value that these organizations can bring to the NWT? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  



 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, we very 
fortunately in this government have the LNR departments all working well together. That 
is Lands, Natural Resources, and Environment all working together. In this particular 
instance, ENR happens to be the lead in terms of trying to work through a process or 
governance where we might, if there were to be opportunities to work with large 
organizations, is to bring funding alternatives on conservation initiatives, then we want 
to ensure, again, as a collective and as the GNWT and as Northerners, that we'd be 
doing that within a structure that is for the benefit of Northerners.  

So we don't share the concern that I believe was the impetus behind that study and 
behind that inquiry, that there was some sort of nefarious thing happening. We are quite 
trusting and quite happy to work with anyone who wants to come and be mindful of the 
benefits of the northern residence and northern communities. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for those 
words. As I understand, the Chamber of Mines has filed for a judicial review of decision 
by the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board not to issue unlimited extensions to 
land use permits. And, Mr. Speaker, I don't want to speak to the case in any way, but 
the meeting summary show that the Chamber met with Ministers of this government 
about their application before it was filed. So can the Minister tell us what happened in 
those meetings? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. So, Mr. Speaker, I wasn't at 
the meetings but I was able to make inquiries, and I appreciate a bit of a heads-up that 
these topics might be coming.  

The importance or the desire of industry to ensure that they have access to leases that 
are effective has long been a matter of their advocacy. That said, this is an area where, 
although I understand CIRNAC on behalf of the federal government might have actually 
taken the position that leases should be extended, the GNWT has not taken a position. 
We have remained neutral and we continue to remain neutral, and whatever process 
might be happening before the courts with other parties, as the Member's already said, 
is not ours to speak to here. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for clarifying 
that. So I've suggested a couple of times now there are a number of options to bring 
greater transparency and accountability to these secret meetings.  

Can the Minister tell us whether these meetings are consistent with our open 
government policy and describe how she is going to bring greater transparency and 
accountability to these secret meetings? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, given the 
multiple times we've now spoken about these meetings, I'm not sure I agree with the 
characterization of them as being particularly secret in any fashion. And indeed even 
after the last round of exchanges that the Member and I had on this, the Chamber of 
Mines themselves put a number of the meeting minutes onto their own website to 



 

 

demonstrate that they too are more than happy to make known the fact that they are 
working to advance the interests of the industry with the GNWT.  

As for the ongoing work there, Mr. Speaker, I certainly took note of the concerns that 
were raised in the last time that this matter came before the House. The deputy minister 
and I are looking to have a new set of terms of reference issued. When I have them, I 
will certainly make them available to the Members so that we are able to, in fact, be 
clear and focused on the purpose here. And the clear purpose, clear focus, is that this is 
an anchor area, an anchor section of the economy. It's one that we want to see 
supported, and we want to work with those with their knowledge of that sector to see 
where we have mutual areas of interest. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
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MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I would like to go back to the Minister of 
ITI about the secret meetings of the GNWT-Chamber of Mines working group. The 
meeting summaries appear to show that a draft list of critical minerals and proposed 
actions on critical minerals has already been shared with the Chamber. ITI indicates 
that "we won't engage on it much when it is released."  

Can the Minister explain what is going on here with critical minerals and what 
commitments may have already been made? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for Industry, 
Tourism and Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, again, I don't 
like to get into a battle of somebody's notes that they might have taken that weren't a 
transcript. But just to give some context here about what that says is that the first steps 
are glossy high-level goals, and it does says that these will be short and high level, 
emphasizing, again, that that's the rationale, that this isn't something we were engaging 
in strategic planning or framework or an action plan. It really is meant to be a 
discussion.  

Mr. Speaker, the critical minerals workshop, in a lot of ways, was something that started 
because a year and some ago, when I assumed this portfolio, I started talking about 
critical minerals as something that we needed to be looking at, that we were going to be 
behind the 8 ball if we, in the Northwest Territories, weren't looking at this. It's 
happening elsewhere. Canada and the United States already has a joint action strategy 
on critical minerals whereas the Northwest Territories given the methods we have on 
the mineral resource industries. So with that in mind, the department moved forward, 
had the workshop, and there's been no talk at this stage certainly that we're going to go 
off and develop our own list. Canada already has a list. The department's officials are 
working with Canada on their strategies and on their actions, and certainly bringing 



 

 

everyone into that fold to see what's on Canada's list, to see what's on the shared list 
with the United States, and to see where we would fit in, that's the level of engagement 
that's been had thus far. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for trying to 
explain those notes to me.  

But in the meeting summaries, there's also some sort of a pan-territorial investment 
study underway to support subsidies or grants to the mining industry. The chamber 
appears to have changed the terms of reference, influenced who was interviewed, and 
has been given advance drafts of the study.  

Can the Minister explain what is going on with this study and when the public, and even 
regular MLAs, may get a say in this work? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this is work 
that was done by the three territories jointly, along with the federal government, and 
funding was provided accordingly. The statement of work, requirement of work was 
drafted jointly by the three territories. I think that was a working group in fact, and then 
with funding. So as the project went underway, has already -- and was already 
conceptualized, most certainly they did go and ask industry who should be participating. 
The purpose of the study was to determine how to increase investment in exploration 
and the mineral resource sector in the three territories.  

Mr. Speaker, this is, of course, also not the first time that we've had the opportunity to 
speak about this, the Member and I, and I have been going back to see when we can 
get this document available. The delay was not on our end. We had three partners 
involved as well as funders from the federal government.  

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to say I think I am going to be able to bring that matter and 
may in fact be able to table it this -- that report and be able to table it this session. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that 
commitment to table the report.  

So it's evident from the meeting summaries that the Chamber of Mines is pressing both 
the federal and NWT governments to provide legally binding policy direction to 
co-management bodies to "fix the grassroots exploration investment identified in the 
audit."  

Can the Minister explain what sort of policy direction is being sought by the chamber 
and whether our government is going to do that to these independent co-management 
bodies? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, Mr. Speaker, the 
perception that the regulatory framework of the Northwest Territories is complex is also 
not new, but the regulatory framework we have here is one that's developed through 
co-management. It's one that once a company gets through it, the process is clear and 
certain and they know that they will have gone through a process that involves 



 

 

involvement with Indigenous governments, and it's one that really meets very high ESG 
standard - environmental, social, and government standards.  

So we're alive to the concerns that are being raised and may want to try to support and 
assist industry to get through our regulatory systems so that they have a good product 
once they do. There is, Mr. Speaker, one thing:  Mackenzie Valley operational dialog. It 
is something on which the Government of the Northwest Territories participates, the 
board participates, industry participates. And this is not policy change, Mr. Speaker. It's 
looking at ways that we can already use what we're doing today, that the board can use, 
their tools that they have at their disposal, to ensure that when decisions are made or 
that when processes are underway that they're being done in a way that's respectful 
and that makes sense for small scale projects. But it's not policy change, Mr. Speaker. 
Thank you.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister again for that 
information.  

I'm not aware of any other economic sector or nongovernmental organization that has 
been able to have such privileged access with so little transparency. Last week we 
heard the Member for Great Slave call for a working group for the tourism sector and, 
you know, we had the business advisory council, the Minister tabled the terms -- the 
membership of this working group but the members for the Chamber of Mines were 
blacked out.  

Can the Minister tell us whether any other economic sector or nongovernmental 
organizations have such meetings without any public scrutiny or other stakeholders at 
the table? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, there are 
meetings between officials happening across sectors. So the Department of Industry, 
Tourism and Investment, in particular, meets with Northwest Territories Tourism on a 
very regular basis. They are funded to do the majority of the marketing on behalf of the 
Northwest Territories and are really a key partner involved in understanding what's 
happening in that industry.  

So what I understood last week's conversation to be about maybe reaching out 
individually to some of the operators who might not be as directly involved in the tourism 
association. I certainly didn't understand that there was any desire to lessen the number 
of meetings that are had with the NWT Tourism Association. Similarly, the fish strategy 
and the work on the Great Slave fish revitalization came about largely because of the 
very direct and regular meetings that also happened between fishers and Members and 
officials at ITI, and in particular now with the Tlicho, they again meet regularly. And I 
don't know that really the intent here is to walk through every division and department of 
the economic side or the economic branch of the Department of ITI.  

Mr. Speaker, I can say for myself I don't know that I have turned down any meeting, 
whether it was with a development corporation, whether it was with a particular 
organization, whether it was with an advocacy group, the construction association. It's 



 

 

so important to stay live and involved on what's happening across the territory and 
across the industries. We're going to continue to do that. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

 


