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MR. O’REILLY:  Thanks, Mr. Speaker. I do have some questions for the minister of 
environment and natural resources. Again, I haven't given him a heads up but, look, it's 
in the media now that the federal government is developing some regulations to allow 
for the release of water from the oil sands in Alberta. Of course, they would flow 
down -- that would flow downstream past our communities, including Fort Smith.  

So can the Minister tell us what involvement, if any, our government has had in the 
development of these regulations? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for 
Environment and Natural Resources.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON:  Thank you. Usually the Member gives me the question 
ahead of time but this is good; I actually had a conversation with our staff just recently 
about this very topic.  

So we've reached out to the federal minister to have this actual conversation about 
trying to get a position on the board. We've had communications with the Alberta 
government to work on this. So we are having these dialogs back and forth with the 
minister of Alberta as well as the federal minister, and we're trying to get this resolved. 
This has been a very long issue for not just only the Member but our Indigenous 
governments across the territories, all the way up from the Beau-Del all the way down to 
Fort Smith. So we've heard them. We've heard the concerns. We are working with them 
within the system we have presently. So we are on a plate, I guess, communicating 
back and forth with a letter and there will be another letter being sent out probably within 
the next week or so. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to ask the -- thanks to the Minister 
for that. Can he commit to share a copy of this letter that he's sending with the regular 
MLAs, even on a confidential basis, so that we're aware of what's being requested and 
how we might be engaged in the development of these regulations moving forward? 
Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, it's not Yellowknife 
North asking the questions today. We will look at back -- I do not want to make a 
commitment here in the House to say that we will share. I don't see why not but we want 
to make sure we do it right. So I will reach out back, talk to the department, have the 



 

 

frank conversations on what we can and cannot share, and then we'll get back to the 
House with that answer. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that.  

Can he tell us, though, a little bit more about the development of these federal 
regulations, what impact might that have on our trans-boundary water agreement with 
the Government of Alberta given that there could be emissions. Like, these tailings 
ponds are huge. They've been storing water for years. It looks like there's a desire now 
to start to release this in light of some of the flooding that's been happening and climate 
change and so on. So what impact is this going to have on or trans-boundary water 
agreement with the Government of Alberta? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, for that detail, I'm 
going to have to reach out to the department. I mean, that there involves a lot of people, 
departments. We need to find out, because right now I know the Alberta government's 
talking about it, but we've reached out to them. We're not supportive of this presently or 
even in the future. So we need to reach out to the federal minister and to the Alberta 
minister to get that information. But for further detail as to the question that the Member 
asked, that there is going to involve some research. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. Can 
he commit to sharing this research with the regular Members? Merci, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON:  Thank you. I will get back to the Members and the 
Committee of SCEDE with the information that we're able to provide. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

 


