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MR. O'REILLY:  Thanks, Madam Chair. And I do want to sincerely thank the Minister of 
Finance for her concluding remarks. I don't have anything nearly as eloquent, or 
prepared. But I certainly do appreciate, you know, the work that the Minister does on 
behalf of Cabinet in the review of the capital estimates. You know, so this is my -- I've 
been here six years. I want the public to know that this kind of collaborative discussion 
did not happen in the last Assembly when it came to either the capital or the main 
estimates. And it's certainly very much appreciated. I think it's a different way of doing 
business compared to the last Assembly. So I want to give full marks to my colleagues 
on the other side of the House for, you know, we have a Cabinet that's actually -- that is 
interested in working with regular MLAs, and I think this is proof of that again.  

You know, people often wonder what happens in this place. I don't even know -- I don't 
think I know half the time either. But I think this is clearly an example of the kind of work 
that Cabinet and regular MLAs can do together in the interest of all of our residents 
when we -- and budgets, one of the most important things we do as MLAs is, you know, 
decide where to spend money. And it does involve tough decisions, it does involve 
setting priorities, and I don't always agree with those necessarily but I think this was an 
example of the kind of collaborative work that can and should be happening here. So of 
course, you know, we have given our colleagues on the other side a heads up that we 
do want to see more investment in housing for our residents, and we'd like to find ways 
to close the municipal funding gap as well. But I think that the Minister has laid out a 
number of other policy commitments here that I think really do start to raise the bar and 
set a good precedent for how we can work together on the capital estimates.  

And of course, we do look forward to further details, particularly on the market 
adjustment that the Minister has committed to with regard to support for our health care 
workers during the pandemic. And clearly, I think this is really an example of how 
consensus government can and should work. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler):  Thank you, Member. Do we have any other general 
comments? Seeing none, committee, do you agree that this concludes consideration of 
Tabled Document 437-19(2), Capital Estimates, 2022-2023? Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY:  Thanks, Madam Chair. I move that consideration of Tabled Document 
437-19(2), Main Estimates 2022-2023, be now concluded; and, that Tabled Document 
437-19(2) be reported and recommended as ready for further consideration in formal 
session through the form of an appropriation bill. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 


