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MR. O’REILLY:  Merci, Madam le President.  My questions are for the Minister of 
Education, Culture and Employment.  I would like to explore why the Yukon seems to 
be doing much better than us when it comes to federal investment in their 
post-secondary education system.   

Can the Minister tell us what the specific ask was from our government that resulted in 
the federal announcement of $8 million in their last budget?  Merci, Madam Speaker.   

MADAM SPEAKER: Thank you, Member.  Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  The ask that resulted in the $8 
million contribution from the federal government was an ask for $8 million.  We got 
every penny that we asked for.  It is for the development of a facilities plan, including 
making sure we go and do the proper engagement; a research services team pilot, 
which is a way to advance the research environment in the Northwest Territories, bring 
more money into the Northwest Territories via research and really build connections 
among the research community in the Northwest Territories; and, money for the 
Western Arctic Research Centre expansion, and that is of course the facility in Inuvik.   

So those are the three items that we approached the federal government and said these 
are the pieces that we need right now at this point in the transformation, and they 
happily obliged, and we got a shout out by name in their budget and we were very 
happy about that.  So I'm very thankful the federal government sees the value of this 
and is fully supportive.  Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Madam le President.  Thanks to the Minister for that.  I guess 
I'm just a little bit greedy, and I would like some more.   

I think that part of the reason why we're not attracting federal investment is we don't 
have a budget or a business case together yet for the transformation and, as I 
understand it, that won't be finished until July 2022.   

Can the Minister tell us what he is going to do to speed up the development of that 
budget and a case for investing in the transformation and facilities for a polytechnic 
university.  Merci, Madam Speaker.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  It might not seem like it, but 2022 
is less than a month away.  So July 2022 is not that far off.  And there is a lot of work 
that needs to be done.  The Member often references the Yukon and them getting 
money. The reason they got money is because they put a lot of effort into developing a 
facilities plan.  That's what we're doing.  We don't want to go with a document that is not 



 

 

up to par, that the federal government will look at and say we can't give you this much 
money based on this plan.  So that's the work we're doing.  It does take time.  We do 
need to engage with communities because we are looking at a facilities plan that talks 
about the entire college from the three campuses down to the community learning 
centres.  And that covers a lot of ground, and we need to make sure we do it right.  
Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur  -- or merci, Madam le President.  Thanks to the 
Minister for that.  I just worry that the window of opportunity's closing.   

So can the Minister tell us what specific work is being done to encourage, promote the 
NWT to the federal government as a good place to invest in post-secondary education?  
Merci, Madam Speaker.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And I don't have to sell the value 
of education to the federal government.  When I meet with Minister Vandal, when I meet 
with any ministers, they appreciate the value of education.  It's pretty easy to look at a 
chart and see that the more education you have, the more prosperous you are as an 
individual and the more prosperous your community and territory are.  So there's plenty 
of excitement.   

And I would also say that in addition to those interactions I have, the officials from the 
Aurora College and the Aurora College transformation team are in contact with federal 
officials, keeping them apprised of what's going on, and my Cabinet colleagues, Minister 
of Finance and the Premier, carry that message to Ottawa as well.  This is a major 
priority for this government.  And those conversations don't just happen at my level.  
They happen at a number of different tables.  Thank you, Madam Speaker.   

MADAM SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister.  Final supplementary, Member for Frame 
Lake.   

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Madam le President.  Lastly, I think part of the reason we're not 
attracting federal investment post-secondary education is that our federal engagement 
is not clear enough, and it's still focused on big infrastructure that has little prospect of 
actually proceeding or benefitting NWT residents.   

Can the Minister tell us what he's doing to convince his Cabinet colleagues that 
investment in post-secondary education is a very high priority, even higher than big 
infrastructure?  Merci, Madam Speaker.   

HON. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  So I do want to clarify that, you 
know, the Member said we're not attracting federal investments.  This year, in this 
federal budget, we attracted federal investments in our post-secondary education 
system.  It's happening.  So I don't have to convince my Cabinet colleagues either of the 
value of this.  Everyone is well aware that this is a priority.  It's a priority of this 
Assembly.  It's a priority of this government.  Everyone understands the value of 
education and higher education.  So I don't think that I need to convince everyone.  I 
think we're all on the same page.  Thank you, Madam Speaker 


