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MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President. I'll talk today about problems with the 
federal Energy Efficiency Grant Program that are preventing NWT residents from 
receiving program benefits, saving energy, and cutting greenhouse gas emissions.  

The Canada Greener Homes Grant Program was established in May 2021 by the 
federal government and provides cash grants up to $5,000 to private home owners for 
energy efficiency retrofits. To receive the grant, applicants must have home energy 
audits done both before and after retrofits. The Arctic Energy Alliance is the only 
provider of such audits in the NWT that's certified by the federal -- or certified to federal 
standards.  

The audit requirements apply to minor projects of even a few hundred dollars. The 
Alliance has long since set aside audit requirements for minor projects under its own 
programs, recognizing that many energy efficiency benefits are obvious without the 
need for individual assessment. The federal program requirement fails to recognize the 
lack of certified auditors necessary to meet requirements in a timely fashion.  

The Alliance has two certified auditors and two more in training. Past efforts to provide 
energy audits through contractors in the NWT has not been successful, although that 
option is, again, being pursued.  

The wait time for energy audits in Yellowknife is now up to a year. COVID restrictions on 
entry into private homes can further aggravate the wait time on a situation. I'm calling on 
our Minister of Infrastructure to partner with other jurisdictions and convince the federal 
government to change the energy audit requirements for the Canada Greener Homes 
Grant Program to enable NWT residents to access the funding.  

I'll have questions later today for the Minister of Infrastructure who has lead 
responsibility for the Arctic Energy Alliance. Merci, Mr. Speaker. 

 


