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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. My questions are for the Minister of 
Industry, Tourism and Investment. I want to thank her for the invitation that I got to the 
recent critical minerals workshop. I noted that the workshop was even mentioned in the 
Premier's sessional statement. Can the ITI commit to producing a public report from that 
workshop. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister responsible for Industry, 
Tourism and Investment.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I am more than 
thrilled to speak about this. It's a topic that, you know, a little over a year ago when I 
took over this portfolio, critical minerals, although a huge issue in the world, wasn't 
necessarily being talked about with the same vigour as it is now here in the territories so 
I am thrilled to say that we had this workshop. I am very pleased that the Member was 
able to attend. And most definitely there will be a 'what we heard' report.  

I am happy we got to the place of having a workshop with such a variety of attendees. 
But that's just, that’s really just the first step. So there's definitely going to be a 'what we 
heard' report and it's most certainly going to be public. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. The Minister's kind of anticipated my next 
question which although I specifically asked about a workshop report, not a 'what we 
heard' report but I'll leave that to her. I can confirm that it was an interesting event but 
the participants came from a fairly narrow range of interests and perspectives. Can the 
Minister tell us what the next steps are in developing a Northwest Territories critical 
minerals action plan and how the public will be engaged. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yes, Mr. Speaker, this  
whether it's a 'what we heard' or a workshop report, I sometimes don't like to get stuck 
in the semantics. We're going to have a report of the workshop. We're going to get it out 
to the public. It's going to outline some of the ideas that we heard from NRCan, Canada, 
the Government of Alberta, CanNor, the Tlicho government, Det’on Cho, the University 
of Alberta, Lakehead University, so we’re very much looking forward to getting that out. 
And, yeah, most certainly. Again, whatever type of title we give this report, that's meant 
to be a guide so we ultimately have an action plan so that we are positioned in the 
Northwest Territories to take advantage of the critical minerals ups, you know, that's 
happening across the world because we have a lot of those critical minerals here in the 
Northwest Territories. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that but I 
was hoping for a few more steps in the public engagement. There's probably no doubt 
that critical minerals could play a positive contribution to greener energy technology to 



assist with the climate crisis but more work is needed on whether these minerals are the 
only or best solution. One of the questions at the workshop was whether we could mine 
our way out of the climate crisis. So I want to ask the Minister, can the Minister tell us 
what work has been done by this government as to whether we can mine our way out of 
the climate crisis. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, the 
Government of the Northwest Territories has not suggested that we're going to mine our 
way out way out of the climate crisis. In fact the responsibility for climate change, that 
the climate change action plan sits with my colleague behind me but all of the 
departments, the ENR department, Lands and Natural Resources and ITI, we are 
working together collectively to see what opportunities we have to be part of adapting to 
climate change, responding to climate change, and that's really where the critical 
minerals part fits in for us, is that it's an opportunity for the Northwest Territories to not 
only be on the front lines of the impacts of climate change, we can be on the front lines 
of helping the entire world see change in terms of how we are responding to the climate 
crisis. The production of minerals such aas graphite, cobalt, lithium, these are minerals 
that are going to be seriously needed in order to meet a lot of the demand for the 
technologies and that's really the thrust of where we're at now, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister. Final supplementary. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. I want to thank the Minister for that. I think 
that the analysis of what contribution critical minerals can play in the climate crisis is 
essential before we head down a path of providing incentives, subsidies, or 
concessions. Can the Minister tell us whether there's been a thorough analysis of any 
subsidies or concessions for critical mineral development now or when and how that 
work will be carried out. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, that's  I mean, 
one of the major first steps of course of having that workshop, was bringing folks 
together, and now developing and working through the creation of a form of an action 
plan with public engagement throughout that process. It's certainly been my practice to 
ask that we continue to go back out to public, to stakeholders, to interested parties 
throughout many and if not most or all of the files I'm certainly responsible for. This will 
be no different.  

When we're doing that, that's the time to be asking what analyses are necessary, what 
steps can be taken, and frankly hopefully to be leveraging the work that's happening in 
academics, leveraging the work that's happening in the private sector. Maybe not 
everything has to be done and paid for by the government but maybe we're there to 
help enable that work and to take average of the work that's already happening. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
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