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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President. Critical minerals are essential 
components of many new technologies, from low greenhouse gas energy sources to 
electric vehicles to advances in sectors such as medicines, electronics, aerospace and 
defence. Canada and the NWT possess reserves of critical minerals. 

I participated in a critical minerals workshop held by the Department of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment on November 9, 2021. This was a virtual workshop with about 60 
participants, most of whom were GNWT employees or mining industry representatives. 
No civil society organizations appear to have been invited. The stated purpose of the 
workshop was to advance critical minerals.   

Canada released a list of critical minerals on March 29, 2021 and the NWT has deposits 
of about half of those minerals. Several projects are in advanced stages of 
development, including Nechalacho, Prairie Creek, and the NICO deposit. The NWT 
has a good reputation from the ESG perspective. ESG means environment, social and 
governance factors that help identify material risks and growth opportunities for 
investors. 

There was a lot of discussion around communications and public perceptions, 
marketing and potential partnerships. Objectives can conflict, though, as well. For 
example, economic development versus reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 
Nechalacho may serve as a good example but we also need to admit the mistakes of 
the past. A number of other themes were raised including:   

• Whether we can mine our way out of the climate crisis; 

• The need for a more inclusive process with other stakeholders and interests at 
the table; 

• The duty to consult and free, prior and informed consent as required in the 
United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples; 

• Issues of equity around women's participation in mining; 

• Working with neighbouring regions; and, 

• How the NWT can better compete and attract investment. 

Although it was requested, it is not clear whether there will be a workshop report. 
Further public engagement needs to be clarified. I'll  have questions for the Minister for 
Industry, Tourism and Investment later today. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker. 
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