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MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.  My questions are for the Minister of 
Environment and Natural Resources on the proposed regional study for the Slave 
Geological Province.  I'd like to know from the Minister how does this government 
intends to engage Indigenous governments, the public, and regular MLAs with regard to 
its position on such a study. Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Member for Frame Lake.  Minister responsible for 
Environment and Natural Resources.  

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  And I thank the 
Member for the question.  The decision to conduct a regional study rests with the 
federal government under the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act. And we 
are working with the federal government, potentially, to give it back to us.  But, again, 
that's part of the work that's being done.   

The federal government is leading an initiative with the Indigenous governments and 
others on a possible regional study.  The GNWT participates actively in that 
engagement and is not contemplating our own separate process.  The role of the public 
in these exploratory discussions has not been discussed.  As they are external 
meetings occurring, we are also engaging with regular MLAs, the government -- the 
GNWT is interested in hearing the views of others on the request and will use this 
feedback to develop an informed position on this.  And I have to say it's the Department 
of Lands, not the Department of Environment and Natural Resources that has the lead 
on this. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.    

MR. O'REILLY:  Merci, Monsieur le President.  I'm glad I got the right guy, maybe not to 
his portfolio but.  Look, we got to start this process pronto, because the feds are already 
doing consultation, so.   

But I was pleased to see the Tlicho government copied the Kitikmeot Inuit Association 
on its request to the federal government for regional study.  So can the Minister explain 
whether our government has taken a position on the geographic scope of such a 
regional study and the need for a trans-boundary approach.  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.   

HON. SHANE THOMPSON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Mr. Speaker, I'd like to inform 
the House, no, we're not taking a position presently.  We need to hear from our 
Indigenous governments and we also need to hear from the new Nunavut government 
Cabinet before taking a position.  We need to make an informed decision and that 
means listening to people moving forward.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.   

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President.  I want to thank the Minister for that.  I 
guess I'm telling him my position so that he can take it up with others.   



But we need to understand that tradeoffs and opportunity costs; in other words, what 
would a similar expenditure of funds in any other economic sector actually generate in 
terms of employment and benefits and the distribution of those jobs and benefits.  

So will the Minister commit to ensuring that when GNWT starts pushing for this regional 
study that consideration of alternatives and opportunity costs are an essential part of the 
regional study.  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.   

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  And I appreciate the Member 
giving us his point of view and I can guarantee I'll have more conversations with the 
Member on this very topic.   

Again, I have to reiterate, the GNWT has not taken a position on what topics will be 
included in the regional study.  The regional study is being developed by the federal 
government with work with our Indigenous governments.   

Again, the GNWT is interested in hearing the views of other parties and will use this 
feedback to develop an informed position on this study.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.   

MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Minister.  Final supplementary, Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Merci, Monsieur le President I thank the Minister for that but I just hope 
that we get informed too late because, by then, decisions will already be made.   

But it's become best practice within environmental assessment to ensure that there is 
participant funding for Indigenous governments and the public to provide a level playing 
field and better decisions in the public interest.   

So can the Minister tell us what the position of this government is with regard to the 
funding for a regional study on the Slave Geological Province and, more particularly, 
participant funding.  Mahsi, Mr. Speaker.   

HON. SHANE THOMPSON: Thank you.  Probably people getting tired of me standing 
up in the House and saying it's the federal government's responsibility.  But under the 
Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act, it is the federal government.  They are 
the one responsible for it.  The GNWT is in the position.  The position is that the 
regional study's conducted. The federal government needs to be responsible for the 
study and participants moving forward.   

We will be working with our Indigenous governments and participants to stress that to 
the federal government.  It is their responsibility until the Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act becomes ours, the federal government needs to do what their job is 
and that is to pay for this study.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.   

 


