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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So this past summer, I had a chance to drive
out to Fort Simpson, down to Fort Smith, so got to see a big part of our highway system
firsthand. And parts of it were in good shape and parts of it are definitely not in good
shape, particularly the part between the junction of highway -- where Highway 3 goes
off towards Fort Providence and off to Fort Simpson, there's a stretch in the middle
there that is not very -- in my opinion, actually quite unsafe. And I just don't know why
we keep building new roads when we can't even properly maintain and fix up the ones
we've got.
And then my colleague from Monfwi talked about how there's concerns with public
safety once the road to Whati is opened. I've got concerns that I'll be bringing forward
in terms of readiness for harvesting, wildlife harvesting along the road. We don't seem
to work, or support communities when roads get built to them, and Tuk being a good
example and I think Whati's going to be the same story all over again.
But I do have some specific questions in here. The Whati access road, you know, I've
been a Member for six years now and I only found out maybe a year ago that the Tlicho
all-season road doesn't even go to a community, that it actually ends up outside of
Whati and that, as I think the former MLA for Monfwi described the access road as "a
moose path".
So I see that there's money in here now to fix this up. I just find this astounding that we
don't even build a road right to a community but how much now is this access road
going to cost that's in the budget here. Thanks, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.
HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, when I first became
Minister of Infrastructure, I was quite shocked about that as well.
In terms of the amount, I think we're along the lines of -- does -- David, yeah, can I hand
it over to Mr. Moore. I don't have the number in front of me. Sorry, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Mr. Moore.
MR. MOORE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The Whati access road is a total of $9 million
allocated in the capital plan. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member.
MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I just think that if we're going to build roads,
more roads in the future, you need to do some kind of full cost accounting to make sure
that we deal with all the impacts of them on communities, on wildlife, you actually build
roads to communities not to nowhere. But those are just gratuitous comments from a
lowly regular MLA, Madam Chair.

I do wonder about -- so the Inuvik to Tuk highway, the listing here says reconstruction
work. This seems to be a pretty new highway. How much reconstruction work is
required on this and is any of it sort of covered under any sort of warranty or guarantee.
Thanks, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister.
HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, in 2020, maintenance
work was completed on Inuvik-Tuk Highway which included some gravel surfacing.
Also 26 kilometers of the section between Kilometer 26 and 138 was about a cost of
$495,000 and there were also repairs on to the bridge.
The Department of Infrastructure engaged Associated Engineering to assess some of
the road conditions, review some of the existing operations, and I'm not going to use up
Members' time but I'm going to look over to David Moore to see if he has the exact
number. Because we did apply to federal funding to do a little bit of work on that
highway as well. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Mr. Moore.
MR. MOORE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The ITH is constructed in a very challenging
environment on top of permafrost. It necessitates ongoing maintenance, ongoing work,
to maintain standards in a safe driving environment and therefore the department is
requesting and working with the federal government, and procurement as well, to work
on a plan for multi-year funding to maintain that highway in the total of $14 million, up
until 2027. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member.
MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. So, yeah, it looks like there's more coming
towards us in terms of O and M for roads that are built and we never really understand
the O and M when we build them. But I had asked if any of this work is covered -- or
should have been covered through any kind of guarantee or, you know, we build the
thing, presumably the people that build it have some sort of responsibility to build it to
some kind of standard and there's a guarantee period or something for performance.
Are we outside of that range now so all of this stuff is coming out of our own pocket or is
there any kind of guarantee period built into these things when we build roads. Thanks,
Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister.
HON. DIANE ARCHIE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there is -- the
warranty was one year. And, yes, we are outside the range. There is no more warranty
now. So the Department of Infrastructure applied for federal funding for $14 million over
a five-year period. And with that, you know, you look at -- and if the Member from the
Nunakput was here he would agree with me -- in terms of the climate change impacts
are the major issue on the road that have come just in the last year since the road has
been opened. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member.

MR. O'REILLY: Yeah, no, thanks for that. I had the opportunity to try to drive up the
Inuvik to Tuk highway this spring after it opened and we could only get to about
Kilometer 22 before the mud was up to about the hubcaps on the truck, so the Speaker
and I had to turn around. But, yeah, I just -I guess my last observation is that in this part of the budget, we're spending about ten
times as much as we are on housing, and I just don't think we have our priorities in the
right place, Madam Chair. I said that yesterday and I'm going to continue that theme
probably on in to the next item for this department, that we just don't have our priorities
in the right place when it comes to this capital budget. And I just leave it at that for now.
Thanks, Madam Chair.

