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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yeah, I appreciate the Minister getting her 
witnesses here. 

So this is the largest ever capital budget for this government, and I'm just wondering 
how much of it is actually unspent projects, unspent capital works from the previous 
year. So, you know, are there carryovers, or there's this new term that the department 
seems to be using, "future cash flow.” How much of it is unspent funds from last year or 
previous years beyond that. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, there always 
are certain amount of carryovers that do accrue but I'd suggest in the hopes of having 
an exact number, if available, that we direct that to the department, to Mr. Bill MacKay 
and perhaps thereafter Mr. Courtoreille. Thanks. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Deputy Minister Mackay. 

MR. MACKAY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I will refer that question to Mr. Courtoreille. 
Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Mr. Courtoreille. 

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam Chair. For the 2022-2023 proposed capital 
estimates, there are no capital carryovers included in that number. Those carryovers 
would be included -- or considered next June. 

However, in the capital estimates, the Member will see an amount for 2021-2022 
revised relative to 2021-2022 originally approved capital estimates. The difference 
between those two columns is the capital carryovers that were approved earlier this 
past June for 2021-2022. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member. 

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks. So it looks like it would be in the neighborhood of $90 
million, but in all -- is that correct? 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: [Audio] 

MR. O'REILLY: Okay. Thanks, Madam Chair. I'm just trying to reconcile that against -- I 
know we've got a supplementary appropriation, which I'm not supposed to be talking 
about, where there's actually a negative -- what do we call it -- adjustment of $126 
million. So how does that relate to the $90 million I guess carryover that seems to be on 
page 3 of the document. Thanks, Madam Chair. 



CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, and, yes, we 
are making efforts to do, frankly, a better job through the year of adjusting budgeting on 
projects so that there doesn't have to be a significant of an adjustment or a significant 
appropriation later in the budgeting cycle. And so the idea being that as the year 
progresses and as this particular capital plan progresses, we will be keeping an eye on 
it so that when projects do see changes, as any large scale projects will, that we can 
bring that to the attention of the House earlier, and it -- that's been foreshadowing that 
there is one of those coming later this session. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. That's great. I'm not sure I actually got 
reconciliation of the 90 versus the 126, but I'm just very mindful of how little time I've got 
left on the clock. 

So what's the -- is this capital budget going to be in compliance with the fiscal 
responsibility policy. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, it is certainly 
my anticipation that it will be, and we'll have actuals ready in the fall to know exactly 
what numbers we have available to spend on capital at that time. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks. Just a comment, I guess it would be really helpful if there was 
a page in the capital estimates that demonstrated how this is going to be in compliance 
with the fiscal responsibility policy. But I'll leave that for the Minister and her officials to 
take up with the next capital estimates. 

Can someone tell me how much do we actually spend on housing? How much do we 
anticipate spending on housing in 2022-2023 in terms of capital? We've got about a $10 
million -- $10.6 million, you know, budget here for the Housing Corp, which is only for 
information, but of course a lot of their stuff happens on the O and M side. But can 
anybody tell me how much is actually going to be spent on capital projects related to 
housing in 2022-2023. Thanks. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): [Audio] 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. The Member's already 
identified the fact that the capital estimates allocated to Housing Corporation are $10.6 
million. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member. 

MR. O'REILLY: Okay, thanks. Well, I've I look at the last couple years on the O and M 
side for Housing Corp, and it seems to be about 70 -- $77 million. Some of that -- a lot 
of that I guess is staff, but some of it actually goes into -- to care and maintenance of 



homes as well, as I seem to understand, or funding of LHOs or whatever. So do we 
actually know how much we spend on housing -- or how much we anticipate spending 
on the capital side for housing next year? 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Madam Chair, I'm not sure 
if I am realizing what is different about the numbers I have versus not. Let me see if I 
can direct that to the deputy minister and see if perhaps I just misunderstood the 
question. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Deputy minister. 

MR. MACKAY: Thank you, Madam Chair. So as the Minister mentioned, the budget is 
10.6. The Member is correct, he -- we did provide a number for what IS actually spent 
last year. I don't have that number in front me but we -- I believe it was in 
correspondence with the committee. But I'll turn it over to Mr. Courtoreille to give any 
further information he might have. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Mr. Courtoreille. 

MR. COURTOREILLE: Thank you, Madam Chair. I don't really have anything further to 
add other than I believe there was additional information provided to standing 
committee on this front, and I think there was some ongoing correspondence to try to 
firm up future capital estimate budgets for the Housing Corporation to better reflect that 
number. Thank you, ma'am. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks. I've got other questions but I need to move on to my 
comments, thanks. 

Madam Chair, I voted against the last capital budget and I intend to do so again on this 
one. I think we are spending too much money on capital. We're going into debt at a 
greater rate than any other -- any time that I've ever seen in my six years in past 
governments as well. 

$150 million, this is what the Minister said yesterday, $150 million in this budget alone is 
for roads, and this budget shows us spending 10 million -- $10.6 million on housing, 
when housing is a priority for this Assembly, and certainly for myself, many of the 
regular MLAs, this is completely out of balance. 

You know, so we're spending 30 percent of our total capital budget on roads alone. 
That's what the Minister said yesterday. We're going into debt faster than ever. I 
listened carefully to the Minister's fiscal update an September the 15th. We're not just 
on the precipice of a fiscal cliff, Madam Chair; we're going over the cliff right now. 

You know, you look at the slides from the Minister's presentation on September the 
15th, capital expenses are outpacing total revenues. GNWT deficit is permanent when 
the federal capital is removed. Growth and debt is outpacing everything. 17.2 percent 
per annum over a period of years, no intent to actually raise any more revenues. We 
gave away $21 million in a significant discovery licence that could have been potential 



revenues. We've cut small business tax. We're going over the cliff. We're starting going 
over the cliff, and I don't sense that this government is doing anything to stop that. And 
the money that we do have, we're not even spending on the right priorities, Madam 
Chair. 

I'm going to be voting against this, and I'm very frustrated that I don't have any time left 
on the clock. Thanks. 

 


