CONSTITUENCY NEWSLETTER

From the Assembly
Capital Budget 2020-21—Large,
Unrealistic and Unbalanced
I did not vote for the Capital Budget proposed by Cabinet.
I happily worked with regular MLAs to secure increased
funding of $15 million for housing over the next three years
and $2.5 million for community government infrastructure.
Still, it is unrealistic to say we can spend the $451 million
capital budget next year given the pandemic and growing
annual carryovers. I am concerned with growing debt
and the imbalance between programs and services for
education, health, housing, and families versus overspending on large infrastructure. I want a better balance
in the next capital budget and will collaborate with regular
MLAs and Cabinet for improvements.

Large Emitter Carbon Tax Grants
I support a carbon tax to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. Unfortunately, the way GNWT set up the
carbon tax, there is no accountability, public reporting or
transparency and the Finance Minister didn’t seek input to
develop the program. One of the few potentially promising
developments was a large-emitter grant program. I got
the Minister to post the policy on the Finance website.
The policy is poorly set up. It does not encourage or
support innovation, with little guidance for applicants. No
applications have been received though $2 million was
available this fiscal year.
As a result of my questions, the Minister committed to
review this poorly designed program.
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NWT Seniors Strategy
The new Minister Responsible for Seniors, Julie Green,
has committed to developing a NWT Seniors and Elders
Strategy following my questions in the House. A Strategy
needs to address housing, homecare, transportation,
income, and market rent supports. Aging in place and selfreliant alternatives to institutional care are also a priority.
According to the Minister, strategy development “will be a
collaborative process from top to bottom.” That’s all good
news! Thanks to the NWT Seniors’ Society for getting the
ball rolling and to regular MLA Julie Green for the motion
passed unanimously in the House in June 2020.

Stanton Hospital Sterilization Problems
On October 27, I raised the ongoing problems with
sterilization equipment at Stanton Territorial Hospital and
the cancellation of many surgeries for NWT residents.
This issue has been going on since July 26 without regular
public updates. Efforts to fix the problem have been
haphazard, and no arrangements have been made for
alternative supplies of sterilized instruments to resume
surgeries. Meanwhile, people are suffering daily anguish
from painful conditions. The Minister of Health has now
committed to public updates every two weeks and letters
to all those on the surgery waiting list. We need a plan to
resume surgeries without any further delays.

Use of Official Languages
at the Legislative Assembly
The Official Languages Act says everyone has the right
to use an official language in the Legislative Assembly.
However, the rules don’t say if Members can use an official
language other than English in the Chamber, or whether
other Members have a right to interpretation when
someone uses a language besides English.
Elaine Keenan Bengts was celebrated at the Legislative Assembly
after serving since 1997 as the NWT’s Information and Privacy
Commissioner.

The Standing Committee on Rules and Procedures (which
I chair) held a public hearing in November. We will make
recommendations to the House in February on how to
improve the use of official languages in our Assembly.

COVID Report
COVID Secretariat Funding and Reporting
I supported the additional funding request made by
Cabinet to support GNWT COVID response through the
Secretariat. This was about funding up to March 31, 2021
and a new amount of $8 million, the gap between what
was proposed and federal funding that has already been
secured. This funding will support the ongoing functions
such as border controls, enforcement, isolation plan
review and follow-up, the isolation centres and improved
communications and coordination.
My support was predicated on a firm public commitment
by the Finance Minister to publicly report monthly on the
expenses incurred by the Secretariat and its functions,
with explanations as to any major variances. There were
also commitments made to find ways to reduce these
costs without compromising on public health. I suggested
a number of ways to reduce costs such as making
discretionary travellers cover some or all of their selfisolation costs, the use of rapid testing to possibly reduce
self-isolation periods, allowing self-isolation in more
communities with the agreements of local leadership and
more.

The GNWT is continually
adjusting its response
to the COVID-19
emergency, resulting in
changes to guidelines,
restrictions and
programs.
For the most up-to-date information,
go to the GNWT webpage at:

www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19
Gatherings and Self-isolation

Household can have a maximum of five additional persons
visit, to a maximum of 10 people in the home. Events in
places other than households are limited to 25 persons
indoors and 50 outdoors, with physical distancing
observed. NWT residents returning from outside the
territory must isolate for 14 days. With a few exceptions
including medical appointments and students, returnees
must now isolate at their own expense. See the COVID-19
website for more details on gatherings and isolation.

COVID Rapid Testing
Rapid testing is now available, with results in as little as 15
minutes. Anyone who suspects they have symptoms of
COVID should get tested. However, if you have travelled
or been exposed to COVID a negative test result does not
reduce isolation time. The Yellowknife COVID-19 testing
site has been moved to 108 Archibald Street—the row
of former diamond processing buildings across from the
Folk on the Rocks site. A shuttle service is available. Call
446-1194 to book a ride once you have made a testing
appointment. To book a testing appointment, visit www.
nthssa.ca/en/covid-testing or call 767-9120.
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I got my annual flu shot in the fall and I’m looking forward
eagerly to getting my two doses of the COVID vaccine.

Vaccinations
The biggest news is that vaccinations are now being given
on a priority basis for people at high risk from COVID-19
in January and February 2021. In Yellowknife, vaccinations
for high priority groups will take place from January
18 to 31. Information on scheduling can be found at
www.nthssa.ca/en/covid-vaccine. Check this website for
the most recent details.
All other residents will be given opportunities to get the
vaccine beginning in March 2021. The expectation is that
all residents who want to be vaccinated will receive it in
2021.

Priority groups for the COVID-19 vaccination in the
NWT are:
• Advanced age: the risk of COVID-19 severity
starts to increase after age 60. Most vulnerable
in this category are those who live in long-term
care facilities or in shared living places.
• People with conditions such as chronic lung,
kidney, or heart disease, who are at greater risk
for severe COVID-19 and its complications. Those
who travel outside the NWT regularly for medical
care are at even greater risk.
• Frontline health care workers, or those who
provide care to high risk vulnerable populations.
• Resident workers who live in the NWT, but work
regularly outside the NWT or at work camps with
out-of-territory workers.
• Living in a remote community, including
Indigenous communities, with limited health
infrastructure in comparison to larger centers.
NWT residents have a choice whether or not they get the
COVID-19 vaccine. Even if you are not at high risk from
COVID-19, getting vaccinated will help protect those
around you who might be.

Think of your friends, family, co-workers, elders,
and other community members. The GNWT
encourages all eligible residents to get vaccinated.

Government Revenues
from Diamond Mines
The Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment launched
the review of royalties and taxation for the NWT mining
industry in October. These are some of the first steps to
look at how much revenue government gets from mining
and whether it is a fair share. The Minister released a socalled benchmarking study that cost $300,000. It’s a
theoretical review of royalties and taxation for an imaginary
diamond and base-metal mine, assessed under 21 different
regimes, including the NWT. The study concludes that
the Northwest Territories is competitive against all these
other regimes. Although no recommendations were
supposed to be offered in this report, it also states that
the best way to increase mining revenues is
to subsidize industry with public investment
in big infrastructure.
There are many limitations and problems with
this study. Factors such as political stability
and regulatory certainty were not considered
as part of competitiveness. It did not consider
how much resource revenue we get to keep
under our fiscal arrangement with Ottawa.
Cabinet has little interest in changing the
status quo. This study should not limit public
debate on whether we are getting a fair share
from mining.

we have achieved a fair balance between industry profit
and competitiveness versus a fair return to citizens for
this one-time natural wealth?
The federal government passed the Extractive Sector
Transparency Measures Act in 2015 to meet Canada’s
international commitments to fight corruption. The law
requires public reporting on payments made by mining
companies to governments.
Any company that has at least $20 million in assets, has
generated at least $40 million in revenue, or employs an
average of at least 250 employees is supposed to publicly
report its payments to governments
(including Indigenous governments since
2017). The diamond mines of the NWT
are part of this reporting system and I
compiled the annual reports from those
companies and tabled them in the House.
Clearly there are some issues with the
self-reporting system. In particular, there
does not appear to be much consistency
in how revenues are actually reported
as distinguished between taxes versus
royalties.

The Minister
needs to fix this
flawed review
process and fully
disclose actual
revenues to our
government

The biggest problem with carrying out a review of mining
royalties and taxation is secrecy. We can’t have informed
discussion of public revenues when our legislation and
regulations prevent this information from being made
public. GNWT refused to fix this secrecy during the
development of the Mineral Resources Act in the last
Assembly and in the time this Cabinet has been in power.
Without analysis of the actual taxes and royalties paid by
the mining industry, how can we possibly know whether

The Minister needs to fix this fatally flawed review process
to review the NWT mining fiscal regime by fully disclosing
the actual revenues from mining to our government. Best
business practices and an increasing number of countries
around the world require this as part of internationally
accepted standards. The review should also be taken out
of the department that is responsible for both promoting
and regulating mining and ensure that the process is truly
public, independent, fair, and evidence-based.

Members of the Standing Committee on Economic Development and the Environment took a tour of some of the local businesses
located in Yellowknife’s Kam Lake Industrial Sub-division.
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GNWT Needs a Real
Climate Change Strategy
During the 18th Assembly, a Climate Change Strategic
Framework and the 2030 Energy Strategy were developed
to address the climate emergency. The Framework
relies on future funding from outside the NWT, with few
commitments to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
It didn’t establish clear leadership or change the way GNWT
makes decisions. The Energy Strategy relies primarily on
expanding the Taltson hydro system to get a 44% GHG
reduction for the NWT. There are no buyers for Taltson
power or funding for construction of the expansion, so no
chance it will proceed. The new Cabinet needs to change
course quickly.
Ottawa has announced plans for a net-zero economy by
2050. This means no GHG emissions or offsets for projects
such as tree planting or carbon capture technology. All
parts of society must act. Canada joins over 120 countries
in pledging to be net zero by 2050, including several other
G7 nations and cities around the world.
There is a path forward for the NWT as well.
Alternatives North recently made suggestions. The
most realistic options include:
• Replacing diesel and heating oil with plant and
animal based renewable diesel;
• Replacing heating oil with large wood pellet
boilers serving lots of buildings, and using waste
heat from diesel generators;
• Replacing diesel generators at mines with wood
pellet steam power plants, and powering future
mines and Fort Providence with hydro power;
and
• Replacing some diesel burned in generators with
wind and solar panels.
We need to replace heating oil with wood pellet boilers
and waste heat from the diesel generators that heat most
homes and buildings. This will help reduce fossil fuel use
and will save money.

Upcoming Activities
and Issues
The next sitting of the Legislative Assembly is
February 3 to March 31, subject to change for the
pandemic if need be. We are developing new rules
to allow the House to meet by video conference,
and allow Members to participate remotely for
safety or health.
Expect these items to come up:
• Operations Budget for 2021-22;
• Discussion on the COVID
economic relief and recovery;

pandemic,

• Reports on the Use of Official Languages in
the Legislative Assembly, and the Audit of
Early Childhood to Grade 12 Education;
• Rules for remote sittings;
• Potential legislation from Cabinet; and
• Review of Bills dealing with changes to the
Employment Standards Act (emergency
leave and exceptions for group termination
notices), and lowering the small business
tax.

YOUR INPUT
IS IMPORTANT
kevin_oreilly@ntassembly.ca
(867) 767-9143 x 12110
www.kevinoreillyframelake.ca
@KevinOReillyMLAFrameLake
@kevinframelake
@mlaframelake

Renewable diesel may be the best way to replace fossil
fuels. Renewable diesel costs more, but it solves the
problem and spends our money in the NWT.
Transmission lines across Great Slave Lake, Taltson hydro
expansion, solar panels, and wood pellet fired electricity
generating plants are three to six times more expensive
than renewable diesel. Building them would misuse the
money for reducing fossil fuel use.
I will be pushing this new Cabinet to reject the old ways
and move forward with a real response to the climate
emergency and commit to a net zero carbon future.

Yellowknife MLAs joined in the City of Yellowknife’s
Santa Claus Parade, with vehicles driving by the floats
in this year’s COVID version.

Your Input is Important

Votre apport est important

I need to know what you think and what
actions you want to see!

J’en ai besoin de savoir vos impressions et quelles
actions vous aimeriez réalisées!

Kevin O’Reilly,
MLA Frame Lake / Député Frame Lake
Office / Télé : (867) 767–9143 ext. / poste 12110
Fax : (867) 873-0276
kevin_oreilly@ntassembly.ca

www.mla-framelake.ca
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www.facebook.com/KevinOReillyforMLAFrameLak

Craig Yeo,
Constituency Assistant / Adjoint à la circonscription
Office / Télé : (867) 767 9143 ext. / poste 12113
Fax : (867) 873-0276
craig_yeo@ntassembly.ca

@kevinframelake

