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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I do want to commend the Minister and my 
friends in Cabinet for finding money to invest in this mandate item. This is good. I 
served on city council, so I know that municipal governments make good use of this 
money. What I want to get some assurance of is that there is actually someone or some 
way of tracking what the municipal funding gap actually is. That was done, I think, in the 
17th Assembly. There was a task force between MACA and NWTAC, representation 
from different kinds of communities, small regional centres, and Yellowknife. They 
worked together on rejigging the way that funds should be allocated to municipal 
governments based on need. It was a great piece of work done collaboratively, and a 
moment in time, the municipal funding gap was identified. Is that work being kept up to 
date? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance.  

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I believe that MACA is, in 
fact, keeping those numbers. Well, MACA can keep track of those numbers, Madam 
Chair, but I don't have the tracking right in front of me right now. I think that there is 
certainly an intention, at least in the Department of Finance, to the extent that there is a 
tracking of all of the public monies that are spent, to ensure that there is tracking, to 
ensure that the money that is being spent is being spent appropriately, wisely, and 
having the effects that we want it to have. I know that we have increased our capacity in 
the Department of Finance to do exactly that kind of work and make sure that, in fact, 
money is going where it needs to go and having the effects that it wants to have. I am 
certainly not going to commit the Minister of MACA to do one thing or another, but there 
can be monitoring. I think I would go so far as to commit that there will be monitoring 
somewhere, Madam Chair. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. While I have the MACA Minister's ears, I am 
going to suggest a couple of things here. What we need is an annual update of what 
that municipal funding gap is. It should be reported publicly so that we know what that 
is. It should be given to NWTAC, as well. If we have made a commitment together, as a 
priority, and Cabinet is willing to work on this, of closing that gap, we need a plan to do 
that. I know that things keep changing with COVID and all the rest, but we need to have 
a plan for how we think we are going to invest in that municipal funding gap for the rest 
of this term. Anyways, there are a couple of ideas that I want to plant in the Minister's 
ears, some kind of regular reporting, updating of that funding gap on an annual basis. If 
she can develop a plan for how we are going to deal with it as best that we can for the 
remainder of the term, that would be great. I will leave it at that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 


