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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Can I just get a little bit of an explanation of 
what the $360,000 is going to be used for here? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. This is being utilized to 
help develop the comprehensive regulations that are required under the new Mineral 
Resources Act that received assent right at the tail end of the 18th Legislative Assembly. 
The regulations are fairly extensive and complex, and this is meant to support having 
individuals and staffing available to complete that work over at ITI. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yes, I agree with the Minister that there's a lot 
of work that needs to be done here, and there are a lot of matters of public interest, 
including royalties and so on. I'm just kind of curious, though, why ITI gets to go back to 
the well, and other departments that dealt with post-devo legislation like ENR, there's a 
new Protected Areas Act, Environmental Rights Act. They're still working on a Forest 
Act, minutes of the Environmental Protection Act, the Waters Act. Why that department, 
in particular -- and even the Department of Lands, they've got the Public Lands Act. It's 
going to require a lot of work to develop regulations. Why are we not seeing anything in 
the supplementary appropriation for these other departments doing this work? Thanks, 
Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister of 
Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Just to pull back the veil a 
little bit on the process. Departments are expected to look internally and to determine 
whether or not they can utilize their existing resources, both in terms of actual structural 
resources and staffing resources before coming forward to seek additional funding, or 
seek the creation of additional positions. In this case, if they do come forward, then 
certainly an analysis is done by the Management Board Secretariat to confirm whether 
or not, in fact, what is being requested is really what is required. In this particular 
instance, ENR, Lands were able to look internally and establish that their staffing was a 
sufficient complement to achieve the work that they have to do on their side. Industry, 
Tourism and Investment did not have that ability within, so they are seeking some 
additional funding in order to undertake their portion of the work. Thank you, Madam 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I lived through the development of a number of 



these bills in the last Assembly. Some of my colleagues in this House survived that as 
well, and I don't want to go back to that where a bunch of bills or regulations come on us 
all at the same time without sufficient resources to the public. I'm already aware that 
there's a number of NGOs, Indigenous governments, as well, that have, in the past, 
talked about the need for more resources to engage in these sorts of co-drafting 
processes. I see ITI coming to the well, that's great. I'm glad ITI's doing that, but I'm 
concerned about the capacity of the other departments. The Minister is sitting here and 
listening to this. I don't want to have to go through that again. Indigenous governments 
shouldn't have to go through that again, nor should the public in terms of ensuring that 
everybody has the resources to get the job done. I want to encourage the other 
Ministers that have responsibility around post-devolution legislative development and 
development of regulations to get the resources to get the job done and do it right. 
Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 


