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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. This page, there is an amount of over $10 
million for Mackenzie Valley Highway environmental assessment. When I look at the 
review board public registry for the environmental assessment of the Mackenzie Valley 
Highway, the last document posted there is November 28, 2018. Can someone tell me 
what's happened for the last two years with this environmental assessment and why 
GNWT doesn't seem to be doing anything? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (MS. SEMMLER): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Some of the negotiation 
processes that went on were with the Indigenous governments along the highway. For 
instance, an MOU was signed between SSI chairperson and the Minister of 
Infrastructure back on April 10, 2019, so that was a fairly significant step that took some 
time to get to. With that underway, now those organizations need to undertake the work 
there contained therein. With that, at this point, that then allowed them to move forward 
and take the next steps required to continue the environmental assessment process. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (MS. SEMMLER): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. The last piece of correspondence I can see 
from GNWT on the public registry is dated November 29, 2018. It's a promise that there 
is further work that's going to take place and that government's going to update the 
board with regard to its anticipated timelines. When does this government expect to re-
engage with the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board restart this 
process? It's been like a year and a half since they've communicated with the review 
board. What is going on? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (MS. SEMMLER): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Certainly, my information is 
that there have been steps that are underway, steps that are being taken. The work is 
proceeding both in terms of the, as I mentioned, engagements with local Indigenous 
communities and also ongoing work with the boards. Madam Chair, I think that may be 
something that I can certainly direct this over to the Minister of Infrastructure, but as far 
as the carry-overs go, the carry-over from my perspective wouldn't be allowed if the 
contracts weren't in place and if the work wasn't progressing. They certainly have come 
forward and met that standard and met that requirement in order to be sort of put 
forward as a request for the carry-over supplementary appropriation. That is why we've 
put it forward here. Again, I'm fairly confident that those details will have to be available 
when this comes forward in the capital planning process. We're certainly going to be 
facing those questions again in that stage, as well. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (MS. SEMMLER): Thank you, Minister of Finance. Member for Frame 



Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yes. This environmental assessment has been 
going on since, I think, 2013. I've raised this with Members of this Cabinet before. You 
don't go for an environmental assessment until you actually have a proper project 
defined. Otherwise, you're wasting a lot of different people's times. If we haven't been 
back to the board since November of 2018, this amount is actually a carry-over, and we 
haven't communicated timelines to the review board but carrying money over. I'm not 
sure this is a great way to communicate and try to expedite getting some of the money 
out the door. I guess that's more of a comment, Madam Chair, than anything else. I'm 
disappointed that we haven't communicated with the board in a year and a half to 
provide timelines and update what's going on, even the public. I know that there are 
some consultations apparently underway, but if you don't communicate what you're 
doing, you're carrying over money, this is not good on what's supposed to be a major 
flagship infrastructure project again. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 


