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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I did give the Minister a heads-up that I would 
ask her some questions about some of these matters. The line of $23,400,000, that's to 
help cover some of our extraordinary costs related to the pandemic. Can the Minister 
tell us how much we've actually spent on self-isolation where we helped put up our 
residents, and in some cases, essential service workers, in hotels and pay for their 
meals and so on? What have we spent on that so far? Let's start with that. Thanks, 
Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister of 
Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. The total costs, year to 
date, on self-isolation centres are $1.2 million, and a breakdown is that the majority of 
that are in Yellowknife, $535,000 or just over; a little over $207,000 in Hay River; 
$455,750 in Inuvik; and $2,160 in Fort Smith. Madam Chair, I'm happy to provide that 
chart to the Member so he doesn't have to write down my numbers. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Maybe if you could send that off 
to all the Members, they might want that. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yes. I think I got about three of the numbers 
down, so it would be great to get it in a table. Forgive me if this was said, but what are 
our projected costs? Well, we don't know when the pandemic is going to end, but has 
the department predicted any costs that might be associated into the future with self-
isolation, supporting those individuals? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I just want to know, I think I 
said "to date" on the chart. Those are numbers that are up to May 15th, so there 
obviously has been almost the better part of a month since then, but those are the 
numbers that we have collated to now. Again, only having had a few months, but we're 
at about $1.1 million per month, on average, so if we use that as a projection, then we're 
looking at $5.6 million to the end of September. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. The Minister is well prepared. I appreciate that. 
With regard to the uptake on the wage top-up program, I think there are about 2,100 
people who might be eligible based on statistical tracking. What is the uptake like as of 
the most recent number the Minister can give us? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam Chair, Mr. Koe just said the number, but I 



didn't write it down. If I could ask it to go back to him, please? 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Mr. Koe. 

MR. KOE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The uptake for employees so far is 293 
employees have been covered by 41 applications by their employers. Thank you, 
Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Mr. Koe. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I've said this in a Member's statement and 
through questions on the floor:  I hate to think that we're actually going to roll back 
people's wages at the end of this. This is just unconscionable, that we would actually do 
that, especially for low-income workers. I understand from previous responses from the 
Minister that there is a minimum wage review committee that has apparently been 
appointed and is going to report on this, but even if we find a way to increase the 
minimum wage, it's still probably not going to be anywhere close to a living wage. I think 
we need to move toward a guaranteed basic income. Those are my views on this, and I 
want to encourage my colleagues on the other side of the House to make that happen. 
I'm prepared to do work on it on this side of the House, talk to my colleagues, as well, 
but we have to work together to make sure that we can provide the residents who are 
most in need with getting them out of poverty, quite frankly. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Did you have any further 
comments to that, Minister? 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam Chair, I know the Member wasn't suggesting 
there was a question. I would note that this isn't a wage, Madam Chair. I agree that no 
one wants to roll back anything. There have been quite a number of initiatives that have 
rolled out in response to COVID that are having unintended benefits far and beyond the 
immediate stage of a crisis response, but this one in particular was really put in place by 
the federal government to make sure that no one in low-wage, often front-line work 
walked away from their job in the context of a crisis where they might perceive 
themselves to be at risk or perceive a fear or be otherwise struggling through what was 
a very unprecedented time. The future of this program, again with the federal 
government, is that it's not forever. Now, what might happen on their side, I can't say, 
but certainly from their end it was that this was not forever; this was meant to really 
cover the emergency stage of the pandemic. Beyond that, again, it will be up to them if 
there is some change in how they want to provide money and funding to the territories 
and provinces. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Did you have any further 
questions? Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I don't want to relive this debate. The fact is that 
this was targeted by the federal government to support essential service workers, but 
our government made a decision and then negotiated this with the federal government 
that all low-wage earners in the Northwest Territories should be eligible. I want to 
commend the Minister for doing that. That was the right thing to do. Anyway, we made 
the decision to broaden the application of what was a federal program intended for 



essential services to cover everybody here who gets a low income, to help them get 
through the pandemic, as well. Hat's off to the Minister for doing that. Let's fix this 
permanently and move people toward a living wage and end poverty in the Northwest 
Territories. That's what we should be doing. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 


