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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. There is $1 million in here for the Inuvik to 
Tuktoyaktuk fibre link. Is any of that money available, or is it going to be used for a 
distribution system within Tuktoyaktuk? Or is the line going to run into Tuktoyaktuk and 
then it's going to sit there and nobody can access it? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister of Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Much like all of the other 
opportunities that are being provided through the fibre optics projects, if this does 
proceed, and I don't know that it's at a stage of being confirmed as a procedure, it would 
run as a point of access and then it would be up to partnering with the Internet service 
providers to support the last mile. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Look, what do I know? Is there an Internet 
service provider in Tuktoyaktuk right now, and are they going to hook up to the fibre 
link? I just don't want this to end up being another community where the fibre link goes 
by, or to it, and there is no way for people to access it. What is going on with this 
project? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister of 
Finance. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I actually had the 
opportunity to speak with Northwestel just today. There are quite a number of projects 
that I think they are looking to advance. There are projects that they are looking to 
advance on their own, and some that they are looking to partner with various levels of 
government on, so, while I can't sit here right now and promise that all of Tuktoyaktuk 
housing and facilities will be linked to high-speed fibre in the immediate future, I can 
certainly say that this project will get a long way in terms of figuring out exactly what is 
required. It would certainly get that fibre as far as Tuktoyaktuk, which would certainly be 
a good starting point, and then we will be continuing to develop a plan, as I've already 
committed to doing in the House, to describe and to discuss the role of the GNWT in 
terms of making sure that there are those last connections, as much as we can support 
that. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 


