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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. On the Victims Assistance Fund, the 
accumulated surplus is growing. It's growing by $100,000 since 2018-2019. I am just 
wondering if I can get a bit of an explanation there. I would have thought that we could 
find ways to better assist victims of crime by getting the money out. Can I get an 
explanation of the increase in surplus there? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I can reassure the Member I 
think in this case that, while I don't necessarily know all the reasons why the past 
iteration of the committee might have been hesitant or in terms of what they're funding, 
there are two things that are happening that I think are positive. The biggest one is that 
the committee members have now met in person. They met in person; November 25, 
2019, was the first time they met in person in, I'm told, quite a long time. I had the 
opportunity to meet with them. They sat down. They were really brainstorming around 
where they want the committee to go. As I understand it, that was an opportunity that 
has not existed for some time and should, hopefully, therefore, support that committee 
to be working better and more proactively as a group. That's a big part of it.  

Another part is simply ensuring that the organizations that would be applying to this, that 
they would know again, similarly, that they have the ability and the opportunity to apply. 
I am conscious that it tends to be the status of women, Native Women's Association, 
who are more than deserving, but there are likely other organizations out there. The fact 
of bringing some attention to the opportunity will also hopefully help with getting that 
money out the door. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Thanks for that explanation. Is there like a cap 
or set by policy, by regulation, by legislation, on how much can actually stay in the fund? 
Are there any guidelines on disbursement percentages or something? Thanks, Madam 
Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I believe there are. I don't 
know them offhand. If I may, Madam Chair, if you could check with the deputy minister 
and see if she has that information available to her? If not, Madam Chair, then, we'll 
certainly commit to getting it to the Member. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Deputy minister. 

MS. DOOLITTLE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The committee appointed by the Minister 
of Justice recommends disbursements from the fund to support community-based 
projects and activities that provide services and assistances to the victims of crime, and 



there's no cap. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, deputy minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. In no way am I'm going to suggest that these 
people are not doing their job. As the Minister says, I think they get together once a year 
or something to look at applications. Whether the issue is it's not well enough 
advertised, what is available there, whatever. I will probably ask these questions next 
year, so I hope to see more of it going out the door to help victims of crime. I think the 
Minister recognizes that there's an issue with a growing surplus, and she's going to find 
a way to make sure we get more of the money out the door. Thanks, Madam Chair. 


