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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I guess I would like to follow up on my 
colleague's questions from the Member for Yellowknife North on the Mineral Resources 
Act regulations. In the last Assembly, the standing committee suggested and asked for 
a plan, how these regulations are going to be developed and rolled out overtime. We 
have asked for the same. Does such a plan exist? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I am not sure if the state of the 
plan is at a stage where we would be sharing it. However, I do commit to coming back 
to the Member and providing him with a briefing on where the plan is at. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I guess I have heard from our witnesses that 
one part of it might take two to four years to implement, and that is not unusual. When 
Ontario rewrote its mining legislation, it took 10 years to fully implement. I don't think 
we're going to be that much different, but I do really want to see a full plan. Are there 
any additional resources in this budget for the development of regulations and the 
consultation that should take place around it? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I believe the two-to-four-year 
timeline was towards the online staking that the Member was asking about, not about 
the plan. I think I will just ask Ms. Strand to answer this question. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Ms. Strand.  

MS. STRAND: Yes, thank you, and the Minister is correct. That was for the online map 
staking platform. With respect to the regulations, I think COVID has set us back from 
starting that engagement. Right now, we are looking at a government-wide approach 
with respect to how we are going to engage with our stakeholders so that we include 
Indigenous governments, industry, any concerned citizens or groups. We want that to 
be a united approach by GNWT, because we have a number of legislation priorities 
across all departments. That really has to be decided before we will really have a 
fulsome plan in place. As the Minister said, we can come back probably, hopefully, if we 
get through COVID here and back to regular business, we will be starting that planning 
right away. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Ms. Strand. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Look, I fully understood that the two to four 
years was for map staking. I still want to see the plan and want to know what kind of 



resources the department needs to carry this out. My simple question was, and I will 
repeat it again: are there any additional resources in this budget for the development of 
regulations for the Mineral Resources Act and the consultation that should take place? 
Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. At this time, there are no 
additional resources in the budget. We just have the staff time and the MARS. I forget 
its acronym at this moment, but the MARS, and we can provide what the acronym is in 
a second here. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I guess I am trying to figure out, then, if there is 
no money in this budget, how the work is going to get done. We had a small glimpse of 
how much work is going to be required for those of us who live through the development 
of the bill itself and the review of it. How is this work going to get done if there are no 
additional resources in this budget? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. We have an entire department 
that deals with the mineral resources industry and sector. They would be doing this as 
part of their work. We will have some contract funds coming towards this at a later date, 
and we will update at that time. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I think I heard one of our witnesses say that 
there is going to be some kind of a government-wide approach on regulations. I know 
that I have raised this on the floor of the house with the Minister of Justice. Is there any 
sense of when this government-wide approach on development of regulations is going 
to be developed, and when the Regular MLAs, at least, and the public are going to have 
a chance to look at that and maybe provide comments and feedback? Thanks, Madam 
Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I believe that the comment was 
about trying to do engagement with Indigenous groups and governments during times 
like this, which would then be impacting our regulations, so that does need to be a 
whole-of-government decision led by EIA on how we are going to go forward with our 
engagement in this time. We can commit to taking this question away and coming back 
to the Member with more information. Thank you.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I guess I just feel like we have been spinning 
our wheels here for about six months, at least. These were major themes that were 
raised during the development of the report by the Standing Committee on Economic 
Development and Environment as it reviewed the legislation. There has never been a 



public response to that report from Cabinet or the Minister, perhaps.  

The major themes that came out of that were lack of consultation or lack of engagement 
around regulations and a commitment in the future to do things in terms of co-drafting. I 
think there were some successes with co-drafting in the last Assembly and a lot desire 
to continue to make that work moving forward. There is no plan for that yet. There is no 
government-wide approach. There are no additional resources for the development of 
regulations for the department, no timeline, no plan for a rollout of regulations. I am not 
sure this is providing the kind of certainty that industry has asked for. We have letters 
from NGOs wanting to participate in this process, and I know COVID has set back some 
of these plans, but, without having any certainty, I'm just not sure where we're going 
with all of this. So I'll give the Minister another chance, I guess, to try to convince me 
that we're actually on track and doing something, here. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister. 

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. This is a new government. I 
can't answer for what the last government was doing. We do want to do things 
differently. I would say that characterizing spinning wheels for six months when three of 
those have been COVID, you know, there should be some understanding that this will 
be delayed and take some time. As I mentioned earlier, there are going to be impacts 
on trying to do engagement and moving forward. We've had a hiring freeze on since 
COVID; that does impact the department, as well, in moving forward with new initiatives. 
This is something that this Assembly has committed to doing better, engagement and 
consultation and ensuring that all voices are heard when we are developing legislation, 
so we are going to continue to move forward with that. My apologies that it has not been 
fast enough for the Member; however, all the signs indicate that our mineral exploration 
season is not going to be fantastic this year coming up, so I would argue that perhaps 
we do have a little bit of time here in which we can take the time to ensure that we're 
doing this correctly. Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. The standing committee, though, reported on 
the Mineral Resources Act in August of last year, so it has actually been substantially 
longer than six months. I understand, new Minister, new Cabinet, new approach, but we 
have to get a plan together so that the public has some confidence in where we're going 
and that we as Regular MLAs actually know where we're going. I'm just not sure that 
having no additional resources in here, no timelines, no plan, is really where we need to 
be. I'll just leave it at that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister, do you have any last 
comments? 

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. There will be a reply to the 
standing committee coming this session. Right now, Industry's concerns are more 
around surviving than ensuring that our new regulations have been developed. We do 
have some contract dollars, as mentioned earlier, that we will be putting toward this; 
however, as we have many things on the go at this time, this one has had to sit back 



slightly as we deal with other COVID-impacted areas in our department. Thank you. 

 


