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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. On page 227, the contract services amount last 
year was $3,978,000. This year it's $4,332,000. Can someone explain what's happening 
there? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member.  

HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. In that one, we had an increase 
of $345,000, and that was the Northern Transportation Adaptation Initiative. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. No? 
Are there other questions under asset management? All right, so there are no further 
questions under asset management. Infrastructure, asset management, operations 
expenditure, on page 227 of the 2020-2021 Main Estimates, $19,254,000. Does 
committee agree?  

[…] 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I just wanted to follow up on some of the 
comments made by my colleague from Yellowknife Centre. I think I heard the deputy 
minister say that the Mackenzie Valley Highway is going to take another four years in 
environmental assessment before shovels can hit the ground again. That project has 
been in environmental assessment since 2013. 2013! Another four years, that means it 
will have been in environmental assessment for 11 years. Why is it in environmental 
assessment for 11 years? Because GNWT submitted a project that was ill-defined and 
has had to be redefined about five or six times. It's gobbling up an enormous amount of 
money and regulatory time. The thing was submitted prematurely. This is not the way to 
do big infrastructure projects.  

Then I hear that the Slave Geological Province Road, from the deputy minister, is going 
to take six years through the environmental assessment. I think that is terribly optimistic. 
Again, we don't have any money to build it. I am astounded that we continue to chase 
these kinds of things without having solid projects that are shovel-ready. You shouldn't 
be taking something to environmental assessment unless you have the money to do it, 
quite frankly.  

I don't know how you are going to convince the federal government to give 100 percent 
dollars for this stuff when it's still going to take years to get through EA, and so on. I just 
can't see how this is going to work. Can someone explain to me 11 years in EA for the 
Mackenzie Valley Highway? Why is it taking so long, and why do we keep changing the 
project? It's because we don't have money. We don't have a well-defined project. I 
would like to start with that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

[…] 
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HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. Actually, many of these projects 
are actually lots of different, smaller projects together. For example, Mackenzie Valley 
Highway, we have already done the Canyon Creek portion of that highway. We will be 
looking to do Prohibition Creek next. We are breaking away bite-sized pieces of those 
overall, large projects. When you get to the comments of shovel-ready, well, there are 
actually, in fact, several shovel-ready small projects that go along or work for 
consultants or work for contractors, things like that that are the drivers in keeping a lot of 
people in our economy right now working. I have got a lot of interest in people wanting 
to know when the Prohibition Creek is coming out. No, Mackenzie Valley is not waiting 
another four years before we start work on it. We are working on it now. Thank you, 
Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Look, I have been up to Canyon Creek. I have 
seen the road. It was parcelled in a way that allowed the community to take better 
advantage of it, but that is not the project that was submitted back in 2013 to the 
Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board. I just want to caution the 
Minister to make sure that, if you are going to submit something to environmental 
assessment, you better have it scoped out properly and you better have the money to 
do it. Otherwise, it's wasting time and it's wasting money.  

If I had to pick one of the three big projects, I would probably pick Mackenzie Valley 
Highway. I think there is at least a prospect of doing that in a way that will benefit 
smaller communities and lead to some communities rather than the wilderness, 
perhaps. I think it raises unrealistic expectations. I never agreed to have the three 
infrastructure projects in the priority list from the Regular MLAs in the first place. I think 
it's just setting us up for failure by continuing to try to say that those three projects are 
going to get done or that they even can get started in the lifetime of this Assembly.  

The kinds of projects I want to see are government focus on are things like housing, 
community infrastructure, environmental remediation. I think you have some prospect of 
actually attracting federal investment in those things over projects like the Slave 
Geological Province Road or even Taltson. Taltson, we don't have a market. We don't 
have buyers. There is not a feasibility study. There is no business case for it yet. In any 
event, I agree completely with my colleague from Yellowknife Centre that we should be 
revisiting the priorities, the big infrastructure projects, and focusing on one. Trying to say 
to the federal government we want to do all three at the same time, bad messaging.  

If there is one other project that I think we should be advancing, that is connecting all 
the communities to high-speed Internet. We have seen the impacts of that as a result of 
COVID. We can't teach kids. Businesses can't access our services. We can't even hold 
meetings part of the time, because Members can't even get on at the same time. We 
have to fix that, and we need to fix that now. That should be the priority in terms of big 
infrastructure projects. I want to ask the Infrastructure Minister what she is doing to help 
make sure that all of our communities are connected to high-speed Internet and why 
that is not the priority. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  
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HON. KATRINA NOKLEBY: Thank you, Madam Chair. As most people are aware, a 
government does multiple things at a time. Supporting and advocating for one project 
does not mean that we are not doing others. I would completely agree. COVID has 
highlighted the lack of infrastructure and the have and have-nots of our territory. I 100 
percent agree with that. However, Internet is actually in the Department of Finance; it's 
not my department. However, I do continue to work with my colleague on that, because 
there is a bit of an overlap in that area.  

I would argue back, for your comments regarding the project, I mean, we have large 
portions of the Mackenzie Valley Highway already completed. The environmental 
assessment is for the bridge on the Mount Gaudet access road. These have created a 
lot of employment. We have had capacity-building projects as part of this. Canyon 
Creek was a great example of that. We are going to continue to go forward and do small 
portions of projects that have an overall larger overarching theme. As a government, we 
need to create the infrastructure that we are lacking, and we have to start somewhere. 
The best time to have started these roads would have been 20 years ago, but we have 
to start at some point, and we can't leave our communities stranded.  

We all sat around, these 19 people, and we took a vote. It's well-noted that those three 
projects were not ones that you wanted included in that. However, as everybody likes to 
say, it's consensus. We had a vote, and they were included. I am sure that the Premier 
is taking note of your concerns around the mandate and priorities and will take that into 
account. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 


