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MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I would like to start offering my personal thanks for what 

I'm sure is really, truly a heroic effort on the part of our Finance staff working with other 

departments to pull together this set of interim estimates. I do personally want to thank them all 

for that work that they had to do over the weekend. I have one question, though. It's about the 5 

percent contingency that the Minister noted in her opening remarks. I would like to know 

whether that 5 percent contingency includes contracts and grants and contributions. Thanks, 

Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister.  

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes, Madam Chair, I appreciate the 

Member's comments. The department did work tremendous hours over the last many days. 

Other departments did as well, as well as at the same time dealing with their COVID planning. 

The 5 percent is not meant to go on top of grants, contributions, et cetera; at least, not initially, it 

was not. There were different individuals working on this, and in the bit of the rush and the fact 

that we wanted to get this before committee here today, for Lands, Legislative Assembly, ITI, 

and the Health and Social Services Authority, there is an additional 5 percent on their contracts 

amount. This results in approximately $3.5 million, $2 million of which, actually, is going to go to 

the health authority. Ultimately, it was determined that, really, what might have been seen at 

one point as an error might now actually turn out to be something positive in that it's giving extra 

money to an area that is likely to need it. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I in no way want to take away from the work that the 

staff did over the weekend. If these departments, the 5 percent contingency was applied, this is 

something that can still be squared up when we get the main estimates when we sit next in 

May-June. That's where this can be squared up? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member. Minister.  

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. There was no intention to 

permanently add to the base budget for contracts and grants and contributions in these areas. 

We will certainly make sure to have another look at that when the time comes in May-June. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 


