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Creating a Polytechnic University - February 27, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I just want to go on record as strongly supporting this 

initiative. It is something that I raised in my first term, and I continue to believe this is the 

direction that we can and should be moving in. I think this is part of building a knowledge 

economy for the Northwest Territories. There are a lot of universities doing work here now. 

Laurier, Wilfred Laurier, has an office here in Yellowknife. We should be finding ways to build on 

those partnerships and including that as part of the polytechnic work that we can and should be 

doing in the future.  

 

Our family, we have two kids who did go away to university. It would be nice if, when they come 

back here, they could decide that they want to be teachers, professionals, researchers at a 

university here. We have got to give more options to our kids who did take SFA, student 

financial assistance, so that, when they come back here, they have more options to get involved 

in post-secondary education themselves.  

 

What I want to ask the Premier here is: as part of this plan, there are lots of lessons, too, that 

we can learn from Yukon College. Yukon College is going to become a university this year, and 

so I know that there is this advisory committee. I am not going to get the right name of it. I think 

there is representation on there from Yukon College. What sort of lessons can we expect to 

learn from Yukon College, that we can help out with the establishment of our polytechnic here? 

Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Madam Chair, what I will do is pass it over to the Minister of 

Education, Culture and Employment to answer the question about lessons from the Yukon 

College. I would also like him to clarify, if possible. At no time have I understood when I was the 

Minister and this is a new Minister: is the university going to be in Yellowknife? I would like that 

to be clarified. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Madam Premier. Minister of Education, Culture 

and Employment.  

 

MR. R.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Madam Chair. The university, as I see it, will be stretched 

across the entire territory, and I have a vision of it being in 33 communities. We do not need 

buildings physically right next to each other to call it a campus. Everywhere the university has a 

presence is part of that university. The model of a main campus is an outdated model. It is not 

something that I am focusing on in this Assembly. I was just down in Smith. They have a 

beautiful campus down there. It is huge. We need to fill it up. We have a campus here that 

needs some work, so we are going to have to do something about that. We have a beautiful 
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campus in Inuvik. Again, we have to fill it up. There are learning centres in most communities. 

Maybe we can have them in all communities. We have got to think big.  

 

I apologize. I know this is Member O'Reilly's time. The question is about Yukon College and 

lessons learned. The academic advisory council, it is still relatively young. I think there has only 

been the one meeting so far, unless there has been something very recently, but they are heavy 

hitters at these universities. There are presidents of universities, not just someone who works at 

a very low level. They are the top people, and they have a lot to share. They were chosen 

because of those reasons, that they have transformed into polytechnic universities, that they 

have a strong Indigenous component to them. I cannot give the Member the exact lessons that 

we are going to learn. I look forward to briefing committee at some point when people find time. 

I know it has been a struggle to get time to do those kind of things. At that point, I will be happy 

to ask the staff, who really can get into the details of that question, and they can relay it to the 

Members. Thank you.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I don't mind the Minister using my time to talk about 

good things. The one component, though, that I do not really see here, it is probably being 

worked on, is the need to get private donations, as well. Look, one of the discoverers of 

diamonds made the single-largest-ever donation to a university in Canada, $50 million to UBC; 

he also gave $32 million to Quest University, $5 million to Vancouver Aquarium, $12 million to 

Simon Fraser, $11 million to the University of British Columbia again. These are people we also 

have to approach so that they can leave a legacy here in the Northwest Territories. I am just 

wondering what kind of work we have done to look at philanthropy and partnerships in terms of 

building a polytechnic here. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. I will again ask the health Minister to 

expand on my answer, but I do want to state and I am not sure if I have told him yet, so I might 

be telling him, is that one of the diamond mines has already approached us. While I was the 

Minister, I was not adverse. I will take the support where we need it. The smart thing is to do 

that.  That is the knowledge economy, the money we can bring in. On that, I will pass it over and 

let the health Minister expand if he so wishes, if the chair allows. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Madam Premier. Minister of Education, Culture 

and Employment.  

 

---Laughter  

 

MR. R.J. SIMPSON: Right now, we are in the phase where we are strengthening the foundation 

of the college, so that type of work, while there have been conversations, we have not 

aggressively been pursuing that, just because of where we are and that we do not have a 
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regional needs assessment done to know what we are going to look like. We do not have our 

infrastructure assessment done. It is hard to go out and ask for money for a particular project 

when we do not have a particular project that we can show. That being said, there are the 

conversations that the Premier had in her former post, and there are other discussions that are 

going on. There is interest, and what I am looking forward to is promoting this transformation not 

just within the territory and getting people excited about it but around the country so that we 

grow that interest and we get that attention from different groups. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity, and we have to make the most of it. Thank you, Madam Chair. 


