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KEVIN O’REILLY - MLA FRAME LAKE 

Committee of the Whole—2019-2010 Operating Budget Review 

Operation of Territorial Protected Areas - February 26, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. It's great that we're having the federal government fund 

these protected areas that are established through our legislation, but what's the term of this 

agreement, and what happens when that money runs out? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Minister of Finance. 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. The funding does expire in 2023 

under the current agreement. I have confirmed prior to today with the Minister of Environment 

and Natural Resources that his department is actively working to ensure that there is stable 

funding beyond 2023. I can at least provide that assurance that that work is actively under way. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Minister. Member for Frame Lake. 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Yes, that's great. At some point, though, this 

government has to start to make an investment in the conservation economy, just as it supports 

mining and other areas of our economy. This is something we're going to have to take on and 

not just rely on the feds to continue to fund. Is that something this government is prepared to 

do? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you. Member for Frame Lake. Minister of Finance. 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Madam Chair, given that approximately 81 percent of our total 

budget comes from the feds, it's a question of how we go about asking and seeking the money 

that we are receiving to provide the services that we are to the people of the Northwest 

Territories, and I am confident that we will continue to engage in some active and creative 

partnerships with all partners so that we can continue to provide those kinds of services. Thank 

you, Madam Chair. 


