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KEVIN O’REILLY - MLA FRAME LAKE 

Committee of the Whole—2019-2020 Operating Budget Review 

Dept. of EDE Procurement - February 26, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair, and I want to thank my colleague from Yellowknife 

Centre for raising the recommendation from the Standing Committee on Economic 

Development and Environment that I sat on in the last Assembly. The idea was to have an 

ongoing advisory committee, panel, whatever you want to call it, so it's not just a one-time deal. 

That's not exactly engagement; it's an ongoing function. We had a Minister in the last Assembly 

who wasn't even prepared to admit that there was a problem. Despite numerous emails to 

individual MLAs and raising it in the House, he wouldn't even admit that there was a problem. I 

hope that you are going to adopt an ongoing approach to continual improvement that involves 

small business. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. You have a commitment from the 

Minister and myself that we will engage with small businesses. We are open to having a panel 

where they can write whatever they want. However, we are not committing if there is a cost to it. 

Ongoing feedback from the business community, ongoing feedback from all stakeholders is 

what we are asking for this government to do. That is something that is an easy yes. Thank you, 

Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Madam Premier. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I think we are starting to get somewhere. I just want the 

Minister and the Premier then to look at that report from the standing committee in the last 

Assembly. I want to move on to one other area, though. Earlier today, the Minister for 

Infrastructure made this statement about the Tlicho All-Season Road. There was, quite frankly, 

some shocking statistics in here about northern employment, that less than half the workers on 

the Tlicho All-Season Road are Northwest Territories residents, and there are only 40 percent of 

the business contracts going to northern businesses. That is quite shocking. This is a project 

that we are managing, we are paying for. That is the best we can do? 

 

I had understood last Assembly that the Minister had said there were going to be northern 

employment requirements in contracting requirements built into the P3, and this is the best we 

can do? I am shocked, quite frankly. The Member for Monfwi has raised this, as well. That is not 

even listed in here anywhere on this page that, when we are spending money on big projects, 

we have to build in northern requirements with penalties into the contracts or the P3 

arrangements. That is a way of securing northern benefits. It is not even mentioned in here. I 

guess I am seeking a commitment from the Premier that that is something we are going to 

pursue. It is our money. We should be making sure that Northerners benefit from these big 

projects. Is that something that is going to be worked on in this Assembly? Thanks, Madam 

Chair.  
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CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Absolutely. This government is not 

the last government. I won't stand here and say what the previous Minister of Infrastructure 

made commitments to. However, I will state that this government is committed to reviewing the 

procurement processes, all of our BIP processes, all of the policies around it. We also have, as I 

stated before, the Cabinet value that says northern jobs, northern contractors. We will stand 

behind that. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Madam Premier. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. We have to make sure that this is going to include 

training and apprenticeships, as well. This was something that the Federation of Labour, in the 

last Assembly, past president raised with the Regular MLAs. I think she even approached some 

Members of Cabinet about this. These big projects are opportunities for us to build in training 

and apprenticeship requirements, as well. I don't know if that was done on the Tlicho All-Season 

Road. It certainly didn't happen with Stanton, because I am playing hockey with guys who are 

being flown up from Ontario to work at that project. That was ridiculous, without any northern 

requirements for training and apprenticeships. How are we going to change that on the big 

projects moving forward? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. My understanding is the Tlicho 

Government actually were part of the negotiations on this P3 contract, so they were involved in 

it. I do want to make a clarification that our commitment is to trying to get jobs for northern 

residents, contracts for northern businesses. However, there are certain things, there is a 

specialization, perhaps, in the Stanton hospital that could have been argued. That is what I 

heard on the floor in the last Assembly. There would be areas of specialization. If we can't get it, 

we would have to go south, but that is not what we are trying to do. We are trying to keep the 

money in the North. Thank you, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Madam Premier. Member for Frame Lake  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. This is something I am going to be looking for in our 

spending moving forward, the contracting that we do, procurement policy. It kind of comes back 

to some of the performance measurements or indicators that the Minister of Finance has talked 

about, as well. If we are going to be spending money, we have to make sure that Northerners 

are going to benefit from it. I am going to be watching for this. The results from the Tlicho All-

Season Road, those are shocking, and that is not what we should be here trying to do. I will just 

leave it at that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  
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HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. The other thing is: I know the 

Member brought up about training and apprenticeship. It is something that has been on my 

mind, as well, and I am sure other Cabinet Members. When those policies are reviewed, we will 

be looking at it. I will make a commitment though, on behalf of my Minister that before we 

complete this work she will share it with standing committee for feedback from Regular 

Members, because we also made a commitment to work better with Regular Members. Thank 

you, Madam Chair. 


