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KEVIN O’REILLY - MLA FRAME LAKE 

Committee of the Whole—2019-2020 Operating Budget Review 

Child and Youth Advocate - February 26, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. That last piece of news from the Premier was quite 

good. Just a couple of points, I guess, I would like to make on this section. This has been raised 

in the House before, by the Member for Yellowknife Centre and by myself. Is there a role in 

early childhood development and Child and Family Services for a child and youth advocate? 

We're the only jurisdiction in Canada that doesn't have one. Is that something that this 

government is going to look at? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. My deputy minister is feeling like he 

wants to talk for a while, so I will let Martin Goldney have the chair for a minute.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Madam Premier. Mr. Goldney.  

 

MR. GOLDNEY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I am happy to advise that that's something that we 

are actively looking at right now, what are the options for the potential establishment of that role, 

but we are also mindful that we live in a unique jurisdiction as well. We don't want to just adopt 

the same practices that everybody else is doing. We are also aware that, as was mentioned 

previously, the landscape is changing as far as who might be delivering these programs and 

services, and maybe there's an opportunity to come up with a made-in-the-NWT approach to 

improving accountabilities for the delivery of programs and services related to children. Maybe 

that means something different in our context, something that would provide a different type of 

accountability directly to Indigenous governments, that might not be the same type of model that 

is used in other jurisdictions. It's very early days in that work now. We are just doing the 

jurisdictional scans and looking at the potential for other approaches. Some of it might be 

innovative solutions for our circumstances here in the Northwest Territories. Thank you, Madam 

Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Mr. Goldney. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Well, let's keep the good news rolling here. No, I'm very 

happy to hear that, because it was something that was consistently raised in the last Assembly. 

If those options can be shared with standing committee, that would be great. I see some heads 

shaking, but I'll let them respond at the appropriate time.  

 

We've just established the Office of the Ombud, and I think we have a child advocate in the 

legal system. I might not get the title right, but there are some other similar or related functions. 

My objective here is to get the function covered somehow so that there is some oversight and 

someone independent who can look at the whole system and how it works and help keep us on 

track in terms of the Auditor General's report and the action plan that has been developed by 
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Health and Social Services and so on. Can the models or approaches be shared can standing 

committee before they're finalized by Cabinet? Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Absolutely, we'll share the models 

with standing committee. I do want to point out, though, within the last month, I believe it was -- 

it might be a little bit more -- I had a constituency meeting, and I believe that there were foster 

parents who were actually told to come to my constituency meeting. The foster parents came, 

and they shared a whole bunch of issues with me. The people who asked them to come to my 

constituency meeting didn't realize that I was a social worker, I'm thinking. I engaged with them, 

because these are the people I work with every day. 

 

When they talked about a child advocate, because they were saying, "We need a youth 

advocate, we need a youth advocate," I asked them, "What is that? What do you need?" They 

were talking about all kinds of things, Madam Chair. They weren't talking about a youth 

advocate. They were looking at an appeal process, a grievance process, a process to help the 

foster parents, so I think that the first thing that we need to do when we look at this is actually 

ask the people, ask the stakeholders who are providing services, the people receiving services, 

what do they want to see? Not with the title. "What do you need to help you?" Then, from that, 

from the words of the people, then we should be defining what the role is. Thank you, Madam 

Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Madam Premier. Member for Frame Lake.  

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Look, I would expect that our government would engage 

with foster parents in terms of what and how this office might be set up and so on, but I think it 

would be important to not start from ground zero, but to have the kind of jurisdictional scan and 

best practices piece of work, maybe as a discussion paper, just like what you guys did with the 

post-secondary education legislation. You went out and did a jurisdictional scan and some best 

practice stuff, and the Premier knows this because it's something that she did in her previous 

life in the past Assembly. I think we're getting close to being on the same page here, so that's 

good.  

 

The last item I want to mention is: I will confess I don't know a lot about the early childhood 

development indicator. I think it is on about a three- or four-year cycle in terms of when it is 

done in the schools. I think it is going to be hard for us to show progress even within the term of 

this Assembly. This is work that needs to be done over a long period of time to get us where we 

need to go. What I am looking for is some interim targets, measurables, in this section.  

 

What I want to do is just get you to flip the page for a moment and look at universal childcare, 

where there are some clear targets here. I wish there were a few more: 25 new spaces; 20 

licensed childcare spaces; an increase by 5 percent. What I want to encourage you folks to do 

is to think of what the measurables and targets are that are going to help us get to where we 
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want to be at the end of four years and leading to the long-term progress we need to make, 

because that is not in here. It is going to be hard for us to keep you guys accountable and for 

you to report on progress, trying to work together. Just think about some clear measurables for 

this one in particular. That is all I have got. Thanks, Madam Chair. If the Premier wants to 

respond, I would be interested in hearing that. Thanks, Madam Chair.  

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier.  

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. We do have some deliverables in 

here. A new curriculum will be evaluated. The reporting curriculum will be developed. Training 

will be provided for family support workers. There is some in here. I recognize that it would have 

been nice to have numbers, et cetera, like in some of our other ones. Early childhood 

development is a passion of mine. I know it is a passion of many of our Members and Cabinet 

Members sitting around the table here, as well. Education is a passion. We won't let this drop. 

However, I do appreciate the Member's note. If we provide services now, the outcomes for 

those children, if we provided the best service, won't show for years. Thank you, Madam Chair. 


