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KEVIN O’REILLY - MLA FRAME LAKE 

Committee of the Whole—2019-2020 Operating Budget Review 

Reduce the cost of power - February 25, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Just a couple of points. What I see here is basically a 

cut and paste from the energy strategy of things that the previous Assembly had already signed 

onto. A lot of these projects, at least in the first one, are going to happen in the first couple of 

years. I am not sure that this is really going to advance us. What we need is an overall plan to 

get our communities off diesel, and I don't see that here. Is that something that is going to be 

developed? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier. 

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. At this point, no, we're not 

contemplating doing a plan to get every community off of diesel. In the short term that, probably, 

is not feasible. Even if we bring in alternative energy, there is only a certain capacity that solar 

panels can provide, that wind turbines can provide. If there's no wind, you don't get energy. If 

there's no sun, you don't get the energy. I don't see that as being a short term; I see for the long 

term that we will still have diesel being utilized in communities. Even in our hydro communities, 

in Yellowknife, which is our biggest hydro community, we still have diesel as a backup. Thank 

you, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Madam Premier. Member for Frame Lake. 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I disagree with the Premier on this. I think we should 

have a plan. That is something that can be costed and taken to Ottawa for money, and that is 

something that Ottawa would be interested in seeing. I'm interested in seeing it as well. 

 

I want to just speak briefly about one of these projects, the Whati transmission line. I raised this 

in the last Assembly. I've already had one e-mail exchange with the Minister of Infrastructure. I 

think this is not a sound project. For the money that that's going to cost, we could get mini hydro 

in three of the Tlicho communities. I just don't think that that's a good investment of money, and 

we're going to have that debate and discussion, I'm sure, in the next capital budget as well. 

 

I just want to raise one more thing, Madam Chair, and that's this section here is really devoid of 

any mention or discussion of what role the Northwest Territories Power Corporation is going to 

play in reducing the cost of power and increasing use of alternative and renewable energy. We 

do have Arctic Energy Alliance mentioned there. We do have NTPC, but there's nothing about 

governance in here. We had a long discussion earlier today about governance. What I see the 

core problem with NTPC is that they are married to this idea of big grids, big infrastructure, and 

that they have to maintain a rate base to fund that. The rest of the world is moving in a different 

direction. Smaller grids, energy self-sufficiency, and that's the kind of approach that NTPC 

needs to start to adopt. Get on board, folks, and find a way so that we can have net metering. 

Improve net metering options, and build energy self-sufficiency. That's not what the energy 
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strategy does. In fact, it reinforces the position of NTPC, and I don't think that is the kind of 

direction that we can and should be going. 

 

I would like to hear from the Premier. What is her vision of the future for NTPC and delivering 

energy at a lower cost in alternative and renewable energy? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Green): Thank you, Member for Frame Lake. Madam Premier. 

 

HON. CAROLINE COCHRANE: Thank you, Madam Chair. I don't see NCPC actually being 

able to lower the cost of power. We still need the infrastructure. If we had solar panels and wind 

turbines and everything, even in our capital city, we would still need the infrastructure there to 

support the units. That has been proven over and over. I am not sure how many times we can 

say that as a Cabinet. We have been saying that for quite a while. I do want to say that the road 

to the Whati transition line is being used.  

 

Yes, we could look at just doing small hydro projects, but the priority is also about, on the very 

next page, increased resource exploration, as well. This is our major economy in the Northwest 

Territories. If we do the small hydro things, they may address a community. Will they be able to 

expand into supporting a large industry, whether it is mineral resources, whether it is a 

manufacturing company? Our capacity in Yellowknife, my understanding is it is at capacity. If we 

don't bring in more hydro, we will not be able to expand our big industries. This serves two 

things. We can either think small-scale and just do little, micro projects for little communities, or 

we can think bigger scale and support the communities and also support the industry that we all 

desperately need so we have employment for people. Thank you, Madam Chair. 


