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KEVIN O’REILLY - MLA FRAME LAKE 

Committee of the Whole—2019-2020 Supplementary Estimates 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources - February 12, 2020 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Can the Minister tell us what these three patrol boats 

are for? 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Minister. 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. There are three jet boats and one 

truck that are being purchased for the operations and management of three Indigenous and 

territorial protected areas, the Thaidene Nene, the Ts'ude niline Tu'eyeta -- I am looking over 

this way for some help -- and Dinaga Wek'ehodi. I will practice over the course of Indigenous 

Languages Month, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Member O'Reilly. 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thank you, Madam Chair. I appreciate that information from the Minister. I 

understand that this is federal money. What's the term of the agreement, and when is it going to 

end? Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Minister of Finance. 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. This is a four-year, four-fiscal-term 

agreement, so it will be running until 2023. I'm sorry; I'm having trouble hearing the Member, so 

I think I may have missed some of his question. I will put my earpiece on. I apologize if I didn't 

hear all of it. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Member O'Reilly. 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. I appreciate the response from the Minister. What 

happens after 2023, if there are capital needs for these three protected areas? As I understand 

it, there is going to be a master plan or a plan developed for each of these; presumably, there 

are going to be some efforts to encourage local business development and tourism with these 

new protected areas. What happens after four years, if there are capital needs for these areas? 

Are we going to have to go to the federal government cap in hand, or is this something that we 

would start to fund ourselves? Mahsi, Madam Chair. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Minister of Finance. 

 

HON. CAROLINE WAWZONEK: Thank you, Madam Chair. I have a little more faith in the 

system, perhaps, insofar as the nature of the three protected areas is such that they are 

investments by the Government of the Northwest Territories as well as the federal government, 

and in partnership with the Indigenous communities and Indigenous governments of those 
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areas; so I am perhaps a little bit more optimistic as to their future and the future partnerships 

between the governments. 

 

I can note for the Member that Environment and Natural Resources is continuing ongoing 

research into the long-term planning in order to make sure that there is a bridge over any 

funding gaps that might arise after the 2023 point in time, so, while that's not a complete 

answer, I can assure the Member that the department is alive to his concerns. 

 

CHAIRPERSON (Ms. Semmler): Member O'Reilly. 

 

MR. O'REILLY: Thanks, Madam Chair. Thanks to the Minister for those. I have lots of 

confidence in our Indigenous governments and their ability to protect these areas, plan for them, 

and so on. I am not as confident, though, when it comes to our government. When I continued 

to ask questions in the last Assembly about where the money was going to come from and how 

much our government was prepared to dedicate to Thaidene Nene, for example, I was told that 

our total commitment was $190,000 a year. That's what I'm concerned about, is our 

commitment as a government to these areas, not everybody else's. Just to clarify that for the 

Minister, and I don't expect a response, but I will certainly be watching this very carefully moving 

forward to make sure that our government continues to invest in these areas as part of our 

economic diversification. Thanks, Madam Chair. 

 

 


